

itERM iA^> — Swjw ffntbontk* Tuesday extradite d a suspect m the 
IgRpgof fomer Iranian Preoricr Stopper Balchtiar to Frame, an official 
ji ■ A^-Wai ~Vatgr J «q Ira ni a n na rioraH , agreed to be 
handed over to ItaadlrBiid^ a apeeded-op procedure, the 

.Strife justice mhustry joud. Mr- VakflS was down to Paris from Geneva 
Under Fre ac fa poB o c gnarrf on a regular evening plane, the ministry said. 
He was sentenced carter 10 a suspended ttnee-moBth prison term for 
-Mfi^t-vairf -aaA -barred for -10 yearn from Sa iwalta d, K said. Geneva 
pobce: rarest MrVai^ last Wednesday cm a French warrant after a 
, tOQtioe^'pftt^~qiptt^.hBn 'OQ 2 Lake Geneva beach. He and two 
aceotnpfi^axpsMpocted ofkffingMr. Bakfaiar, whose body was found 
fa haPamresfafence Aog- &» FVench p ofi c e r aid he had been dead for two 
days. Police haw kauncfictf - a dragnet far another suspect, M o hamm a d 
Aad, bcSeved aiBO fa have fled to SwiCcertaod after the assassination. 
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More Iraqi refugees return home 

NICOSIA (R) — More than 18.000 Kurdish refugees returned home to 
Iraq in the past four days, taking along tonnes of food donated by Iran's 
Red Crescent Society, the Iranian news agency CRN A reported Tuesday. 
That would leave about 150,000 Iraqis in Iranian refugee camps — down 
from an April peak of nearly 1 j million who fled after failed rebellion in 
the Kurdish north and Shiite Muslim south of Iraq. IRNA said 18,089 
refugees returned from camps in Iran’s Bakhiaran province. Red Crescent 
officials gave each returning family ISO leg to 2 00 kg of Qour, rice, canned 
food, cooking oil and other foodstuffs, it added. Iran said at the height of 
the crisis that it cost StO million a day to care for the refugees, many of 
them sick asd hungry after a long walk across snow-covered mountains. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ah Akbar Velayati said in an interview 
pnh h she d Sunday that foreign aid for the refugees bad been grossly 
ina d equa t e. “Despite all the efforts made in this regard, I must admit that 
the refugees are experiencing numerous sanitary, housing, food as well as 
psychological and emotional problems,” IRNA quoted him as telling 
Tehran's Jomhuri Eri»«n« newspaper. 


Price: Jordan 100 6b; Saadi Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams 


Regent visits 
army unit, iv:; 

AMMAN (Pctra) i— HaRoyal 
Highness Crown Prance H a ssan, 
Ufa JRx^jWity JIacsd^y visited one 
of the formations of .the Fifth 
Royal Armoured Division, where 
he. was. briefed . by the division’s 
commander and seuior^division 
officer?. Prioce Hassan Jfatened 
to a briefingpn the stages of 
tn^SEDg and ti&uufitary exercises 
fa tie cazriedo&T by/ the forma- 
tions. He al^fl«triM ,dcaHm- 
strataons oRia© nseof firearms. 

Princess Basma 
attends dialogue on 
health ^ ’ . 


Gorbachev threatens to quit 
if union continues to fall apart 


King, Waldheim review Mideast 
developments , peace prospects 


AMMAN (Para) — Her Royal 
Highness PrifiCessBasma Toes- 
*Jqy toafcpart jo an open dialogue 
with metficai personnel partka- 


w jfetingiri vbfentaiy health service 
^4 actwrora organised bytheQoeeii 
°i' Tlii - Afi» JordanSodal Welfare Fund 
in cooperation with the Uraverei- 
flinasit ty of Jonfan’s f^aities of medi- 
Presife - dnc» deotKtry, pharmacy, nurs- 
^ ipg arid a charitable ^sodety on 
chcst and bean diseases and 
i-TV* ' surgery. Princess Basma landed 
xaipfe ; life wppmpe ; saying that K 
dtiuj. contributed to promoting health 
Minx • education and spreading health 
baddt awareness amoaguniveiuty stn- 
and |ft. dentt.Shc called for crystallising 
wtteMa ■ a cooperation mechamfim among 
mafet bealrapersoimel, the QAF and 
eocedt tfieiffliveisityV faculties. 

ASSfe T^-V.v -' s -' ••• 

■» ■ *Ma«tto attend;.-::; 
L^n^lebratlons 

‘ AiofAN^t?etra) : : — Prime ' 


Combined agency dispatches 

EERSXDENT MIKHAIL Gor- 
bachev, trying desperately to sal- 
vage the nation's cohesion and his 
own power after fast week’s coup, 
threatened Tuesday to resign if 
the onion is not preserved. 

Addressing a stormy session of 
the national legislative and 
shooting at times to be heard. 
Mi. Gorbachev warned that the 
Soviet Union stood ‘‘on the point 
of collapsing.” He added: “It 
does, it would be a catastrophe," 

- Bat even as Mr. Goriachev 
made his impassioned appeal for 
unity, a seventh Soviet republic 
was celebrating its declaration of 
independence Tuesday. Molda- 
via, which borders Romania to 
the west, became the fifth repub- 
lic since last week's coop to de- 
dare independence. Romania im- 
mediately recognised Moldavia. 

- Mr. Gorbachev had sometimes 
appeared weary and shaken in 
toe days immediately after toe 
coop. But be seemed rejuvenated 
Tuesday, forceful in his speaking 
style and bis gestures. 

He appeared increasingly testy 
about suggestions of some com- 


plicity on his part in the coup. “I 
won’t submit to any blac kmail 
and I'm tired of being insulted,” 
he said at one point. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who quit 
Saturday as Communist Party 
chief ami nationalised the party’s 
assets, also made it dear he bad 
not completely abandoned alle- 
giance to the party, which has 
been the target of an outpouring 
of popular anger. 

He defended ordinary Com- 
munists, saying they did not de- 
serve to be blamed for the hard- 
line coup. “I am against anti- 
Conrnmnisl hysteria in the coun- 
try against the rank and file,” he 
said sharply. And he addressed 
deputies as “comrades.” 

The Soviet president also said 
toe fact that the army bad failed 
to back toe coop plotters showed 
the impact of his six years of 
reforms. 

“Perestroika has given birth to 
a different army, and if not for 
this different army, they (the 
coop leaders) would have been 
able to carry out their plans,’* he 
said. 

Mr. Gorbachev assured law- 
makers some steps were already 


being taken to address conditions 
that had helped make the coup 
possible. KGB troops, estimated 
at 230,000, were being brought 
under the Ministry of Defence, 
be said, and "other practical 
issues have been dealt with.” 

Mr. Gorbachev said Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin had 
agreed with him on the need for 
maintaining some form of unity in 
the republics that comprise the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s power has sky- 
rocketed since he rallied nation- 
wide, resistance to the coup, and 
he has emerged as Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s partner in government 
— perhaps even the senior part- 
ner. 

“Our common point is that the 
USSR should be maintained as a 
union of sovereign states. Every- 
one is in favor of a unified de- 
fence, a unified armed forces,” 
Mr. Gorbachev said. 

Mr. Gorbachev has made dear 
that toe Kremlin will no longer 
stand in toe way of republics 
which want to leave the onion. 

But Mr. Yeltsin's Russia 
served notice it would not allow 
republics with large concentra- 


tions of ethnic Russians to leave 
without a re-examination of fron- 
tiers — raising the spectre of 
ethnic territorial disputes like 
those bedevilling Yugoslavia. 

Before his latest speech to par- 
liament, after a meeting with 
leaders of three of the republics, 
including Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. Gor- 
bachev said be still hoped to hold 
tiie Soviet Union together, albeit 
in a new form. 

He vowed to "do everything 
possible to prevent our country 
from falling apart,” saying the 
Soviet Union's collapse “would 
threaten the lives and property of 
millions people.” 

If some form of union cannot 
be preserved, he said he would 
put the question to parliament 
“and leave.” 

The president said republics 
have (be right to secede but must 
do so “constiutionally.” The 
Soviet coostiution requires a 
lengthy waiting 'period before 
leaving the union. 

The Ukraine declared inde- 
pendence Saturday, and was fol- 
lowed Sunday by Byelorussia. 

(Continued from page 2) 


Jordan, PLO insist on total solution 


and reject partial peace — Ensour 


to repretont 
Hussein -in 


opepqJg < : river. Mri 

Masri; will afao caHvey a message 
to to 

a tft»fflgfrtheLibyan leader sent 
to .^K^'Golonel Qarfhatfi’s 
message artitedned an invitation 
to Kfag Hussein to ' attend tire 
cekhnEtio^ fa accom- 

by an oftScial Jordanian 
the minis - 


{ AMMAN (Petra) — His 
' Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat agreed in their talks 
here Sunday on tire need to 
read) a co mp rehensive and 
not a partial solution to the 
Palestine problem covering 
all aspects and involving all 
parties to tire oonfkat at tire 
same time, Foreign Minister 
. Abdullah Ensour said Tues- 
day. 

“This fa a basic issue which 
- should be understood right 
from tire beginning, " said Dr. 
Ensour in a statement to Pet- 
ra, cme day after Mr. Arafat 
left Amman after the talks. 

The foreign minister said 
the two sides exchanged 
views and information about . 
contacts between tire United 
States, cm tire one hand and 
Jordan and tire Palestinians 
on the other over the prop- 
osed peace conference. 

The Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) has not 
yet reached a decision neither 
on the formation of its de- 
legation not on the peaceful 
initiative, he said. “The two 
sides agreed to pursue the 
coordination and consulta- 
tion process between them,” 
Dr. Ensour said. 

Jordan and tire PLO, he 
added, exchanged views ab- 
out a number of matters per- 
taining to tire peace confer- 
ence, participants, tire forma- 
tion of participating delega- 
tions, the terms of reference, 
the duration of the negotia- 
tions and the expected plans 
to reach a lasting and com- 
prehensive solution, tire fore- 
ign minister added. 

Dr. Ensour stressed the 
need for a meeting by Arab 
states in direct confrontation 
with Israel at the highest 
possible level as soon as 
possible to reach a unified 
Arab stad. 


He said tire Palestine prob- 
lem concerns all Arabs and 
they should mobilise all their 
potentials in order to achieve 
a unified stand. 

In reply to a question ab- 
out the Arab countries* re- 
sponse to such meeting, Dr. 
Ensour said Jordan had not 
yet beard any opposition to 
such mee ti n g from anyone, 
but some believe it fa still 
early to convene it as more 
time should be given to the 
Palestinians to reach a deci- 
sion of their own and to avert 
any interference in the 
Palestinian decision- making 
process. 

Asked about the recent de- 
velopments in the Soviet Un- 
ion and their impact on the 
peace conference, the minis- 
ter said there is nothing new 
here except the fact that the 
new Soviet foreign minister 
will have to tour the Middle 
East region in an exploratory 



Dr. Abdullah Ensour 

mission because Moscow will 
be a co-chairman of the peace 
conference in addition to the 
United States. 

Dr. Ensour said that the 
Soviet Union has no interest 
in delaying the conference or 
re-examining its own position 
with regard to the peace- 
making process. 


Beirut clears way for Aoun 
departure for France 


VIENNA (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and Au- 
strian President Kurt Waldheim 
held talks Tuesday on tire latest 
developments in the Middle East 
and efforts for a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Arab-israeb conflict. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King and Dr. Wal- 
dheim also discussed bilateral re- 
lations. It did not give details. 

The King, accompanied by 
Royal Court Chief Sherif Zdd 
Ben Shaker and Freign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour, arrive in the 
Austrian capital earlier in the day 
on the first leg of a European visit 
which will take him to France and 
Britain. 

After a two-day stay in Au- 
stria, the King will fly to Stras- 
bourg to address the European 
Parliament on the Middle East 
situation before going to Britain, 
Petra said. 

Tire King and the delegation 
were receievd upon arrival by 
President Waldheim and senior 
Austrian officials. 

The King fa expected to meet 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor. 

Jordan, a key player in any 
Middle East peace settlement, is 
faring severe economic and poli- 
tical pressures worsened by the 
return of around 300,000 Jorda- 
nians from Kuwait since Iraq’s 
invasion of the emirate fast Au- 




Hb Majesty King Hussein fa seen off upon Ms departure from Amman 
Tuesday by His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan end royal 
family members and senior officials (Petra photo) 


A senior 


a. barrier 
Mr. ZaJri 


fotTehran, beading 


BEIRUT (AP) — A general law 
covering civil war crimes was 
pobtiahed by the official gazette 
Tuesday, allowing President 
Et"« Hrawi’s government to 
issue a special pardon for rebel 
General Mkhel Aoun. 

State-run Radio Lebanon said 
the gazette’s "extraordinary edi- 
tion” was published at 2:30 p.m. 
(1130 GMT), one day after par- 
liament approved the amnesty. It 
was origmaliy scheduled for pub- 
lication next Saturday. 

The publication enables Mr. 
HrawTs government to issue a 
special decree allowing Gen. 
Aoun to leave the French embas- 
sy, where be has taken refuge 
since Oct. 13, for asylum in 
France. 

The broadcast quoted un- 
named official sources as saying 


him to Paris. 

Gen. Aoun, a former army 
commander, led an ll-month 
mutiny against Mr. Hrawi when 
he was elected president by par- 
liament late in 1969. 

The defiant general contended 
that Mr. Hrawi’s election was 
unconstitutional and held out 
with 20,000 loyalist troops in 
Lebanon’s Christian hear! and 
northeast of Beirut. 

Mr. Hrawi’s army, backed by 
Syrian troops, dislodged Gen. 
Aoun from his enclave in a light- 
ning attack Oct. 13. The general 
and hfa two top aides, Edgar 
Maafouf and foam Abu Jamra, 
fled to the French embassy. 
France granted them political 
asylum. 

Mr. HrawTs gov e rnment de- 
manded that Gen. Aoun be 



Amman appealed for world 
asastance to help it accommodate 
the returnees who stretched to 
the limits the country’s resources 


Brunner: 
Peace parley 
maybe 
delayed 

GENEVA (R) — A Middle East 
peace conference proposed for 
October could be delayed be- 
cause of changes under way in tire 
Soviet Union, the United Na-, 
dons' special envoy for the region 
said Tuesday. 

The envoy, Swiss diplomat 
Edouard Brunner, said after a 
meeting with U.N., Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar; 
“With the changes in the Soviet 
Union, there could be a certain 
delay.” 

Asked if the Arab-Israeli con- 
ference, co-sponsored by the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States, could still take place dur- 
ing October, Mr. Brunner re- 
plied: “It could be a little later, it 
must be well prepared.” 

Mr. Brunner, who fa Mr. Perez 

(C outi am ed from page 2) 


and worsened unemployment and 
poverty. 

The King and Mr. Waldheim 
fast met m Amman during the 
Gulf crisis. 

Officials said King Hussein also 
will award the city of Vienna a 
Jordanian medal for its collecting 
donations and relief supplies to 
aid an estimated one million re- 
fugees who fled to Jordan during 
the Gulf war. 

In London, an official said. 
King Hussein will bold two offi- 
cial meetings and take some time 
off. 

King Hussein's address to the 
European Parliament wfll focus 
on Middle East developments as 
well as prospects for an Arab- 


Israeli peace settlement. 

Upon departure from Amman, 
the King was seen off by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, His Royal Highness 
Prince Adullah Ben A1 Hussein 
and His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali Ben A1 Hussein. Also bidding 
farewell to the King were the 
prime minister, the speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, the King's political 
advisor, the chief chamberlain 
and senior civil and military offi- 
cials, in addition to the British 
ambassador and the Austrian 
charge d'affaires. 

Prince Hassan was sworn in to 
serve as regent during the King’s 
absence. 


Jordan cancels purchase 
of Mirage fighter jets 


PARIS (AP) — Jordan, suffering 
financially from the Gulf war, has 
cancelled a five billion-franc 
($847 million) order for 12 
French-built Mirage 2000 fighter 
jets, the French Defence Ministry 
announced Tuesday. 

The warplanes are built by 
state-controlled Dassault Avia- 
tion S. A., which has already seen 
its earnings fall due to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait last year. 

The Defence Ministry, which 
has final say on all French over- 
seas military sales, has approved 
a Jordanian request to cancel the 
contract, a ministry spokesman 
said. 

The Jordanian government and 
the firm are still working out a 
settlement to terminate the con- 
tract, which had been in jeopardy 
since late 1990, a Dassault 
spokeswoman said. 

Delivery was supposed to begin 
late last year, but Jordan's dire 
financial condition during the 
Gulf crisis, when Amman lost 
U.S. and other foreign aid. 


The firm had already suffered 
from the Gulf conflict. It has a 
contract to deliver eight Mirages 
to Iraq that cannot be completed 
due to continuing United Nations 
sanctions against Baghdad. 

Group profit fell 36 per cent 
fast year to 374.2 million francs 
($63.4 million), thanks largely to 
provisions set aside to cover 
financial risks from the contracts 
with Iraq and Jordan. 

Dassault stock, which trades on 
the Paris bourse, was down six 
francs ($1.02) at 405 francs 
($68.6) a share in light afternoon 
trading Tuesday. 

Dassault fa struggling to speed 
work on its next-generation 
Rafale jet fighter, which fa sche- 
duled to begin operation in the 
French armed forces by the end 
of the decade. 

But high development costs for 
the Rafale make its outlook un- 
certain. French Prime Minister 
Edith Cresson has called for 
other European partners to help 
finance its development. 
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Sudan junta seizes 
2 more over coup plot 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s state- 
run newspapers have again 
attacked a proposed Middle East 
peace conference as an American 
plot to give away Arab land. 

The ruling Baath Party news- 
paper AJ Thawra, in a front-page 
editorial Tuesday, said the U.S. 
and Soviet-sponsored conference 
was designed to enable Israel to 
hold onto the occupied territories 
and Arab East Jerusalem. 

It said the United States would 
try to use the conference, plan- 
tied for October - , lu Anve Arab 
states tc submit over the question 
of Israel's seizure of Palestinian 
lands in the 1967 war. 

On Sunday, Prime Minister 
Saadoun Hammadi said Iraq 
would not recognise the outcome 
of such a conference. 

A1 Thawra, commenting the 
day after Palestine liberation 
Organisation fPLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat discussed U.S.- 
brokered peace efforts in Jordan, 
said there could be no comprom- 
ise on the issue of Palestine. 

The paper said Baghdad’s sup- 
port for Palestinian rights was a 
key reason the U.S.-led coalition 
went tc war against Iraq to end its 
seven-month seizure of Kuwait 
earlier this year. 

“The U.S. administration is 
trying to take advantage of the 
consequences of this aggression 
to liquidate the Palestinian issue 
and impose its submission plan,” 
AJ Thawra added. 

The Kurdish newspaper A1 
Iraq asked in an editorial “A 
peace conference or a trap for 
submission?” 

Calling America “the god- 
father of racist Zionism," it said 
the “unjust” U.S. administration 
had co right to call itself a peace 
propagator. 

"The motto of the American 
administration is everything to 
Israel and nothing to Arabs. So it 
is obvious nnder this motto that 
the peace settlement conference 
is ar. American trap to force 
Arabs to accept a complete and 
comprehensive submission with- 
out any conditions,’’ A1 Iraq con- 
cluded 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudan’s 
military junta has seized a former 
minister under deposed Prime 
Minister Sadeq AI Mahdi and a 
retired brigadier, both accused of 
{dotting a coup, the London- 
based Al Hayat newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday. 

In a report from Khartoum, Al 
Hayat named the two as former 
minister of presidential affairs 
Sal ah Abdul Salem Al khalifa 
and retired Brigatfier Abdullah 
Al Amin. The paper said they 
were detained on Sunday. 

Al Hayat said Saturday that 
former ministers of education and 
finance Bakri Ahmad Adil and 
Bashir Omar Fadlalla were being 
held in- connection with a plot to 
overthrow the junta. 

On Tuesday, the paper quoted 
Brigadier Ibrahim Kheir AI Tayib 
as saying in a speech to 
Khartoum's Academy for Admi- 
nistrative Sciences that none of 
those detained for alleged in- 
volvement in the plot had been 
executed. 

“We will challenge any person 
to prove that any executions have 
been carried out,” Al Hayat, 
quoted Brig. Tayib as saying. 

Sudanese opposition sources 
had said they expected the junta 
to cany out executions and at 
least 15 people had been detained 
since the latest round-up began. 

Gen. Tayib said the plotters 
had intended to abolish Islami c 
law (Sharia) in Sudan. 

Lieutenant-general Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir’s 12-man junta, 
which overthrew Mr. Mahdi in a 
1989 coup, executed 28 army 
officers in April last year after a 
secret trial for an alleged plot to 
topple it. 

The question of Sharia law in 
Sudan is at the heart of a rebel- 
lion in mainly Christian and 
animist south Sudan where guer- 
rillas of the Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army have been fighting 
since 1983 to counter the influ- 
ence of the Muslim, Arabised 
north. 

Warning of famine 

A visiting senior U.S. relief 
official warned Monday tens of 
thousands of people are facing 
famine in western Sudan where 
food stocks are running out. 

Andrew Natsios, in charge of 
overseas disaster relief at the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development, said food supplies 
“have dwindled to nothing” in 
the state of Darfur, 900 


kilometres west of Khartoum. 

Mr. Natsios, who toured the 
western part of the country for 
three days, said 70,000 of Dar- 
fur’s four million inhabitants 
have nothing to eat and that the 
food already shipped to the area 
falls short of the population’s 


“The period between now and - 
the beginning of the harvest 
winch will take place in 45 days 
will be tiie greatest risk for the 
population there,” Mr. Natsios 
said. 

Speaking to reporters after be 
met Gem. Bashir, Mr. Natsios 
said tribal conflict, rain and poor 
means of transportation are 
hindering relief efforts to the 
western part of the country. 

The official said many children 
in northern Darfur could die as 
they are threatened at the same 
time with malnutrition and a 
malaria epidemic triggered by riv- 
er foods from seasonal rains. 

He said he emphasised to Gen. 
Bashir the seriousness of the 
situation. He also made a number 
of suggestions that could help the 
relief operation such as increasing 
the number of trucks transporting 
food to the area and improving 
telecommunications to coordin- 
ate aid activities. - 

U.S. Ambassador Richard 
Cheek who attended the meeting 
said the agency headed by Mr. 
Natsios has donated Sl_5 million 
to improve transportation and 
communications . 

Darfur has been suffering from 
a two-year okl drought and is one 
of the areas most seriously 
threatened by faming hi Sudan. 
Efforts to said food to the re- 
mote area have been hindered by 
difficult transportation condi- 
tions. 

‘Ethiopians in Sudan miserable' 

Tens of thousands of Ethio- 
pians who fled into eastern Sudan 
have inadequate medication and 
food and are living miserably, 
Sudan’s top refugee official said 
Tuesday. 

Refugee Commissioner Abdul 
Rahman Sirul-Khatem told the 
newspaper Al Inkaz Al Watany 
the government and the Sudan 
office of the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees to improve 
the refugees’ conditions. 

Thousands of Ethiopian sol- 
diers entered neighbouring Sudan 
last May after rebels overthrew 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 


Soviet 
emigres, 
Falashas 
clash in . 
Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Tensions 
.between Ethiopian and Soviet 
Jewish immigrants boiled over 
into a massive brawl outside a 
Jerusalem hotel Monday. Four 
Soviets were stabbed in the vio- 
lence. 

Police said the brawl was set off 
by a children's quarrel two days 
before. The quarrel had been 
dispersed without injury, but 
apparently not settled. 

On Monday, dozens of Soviet 
immigrants from the hotel, joined 
by Soviets from a nearby hotel, 
started a brawl with dozens of 
Ethiopians, police said. 

The Ethiopian Jews, known as 
Falashas, apparently bad ex- 
pected something and were ready 
to protect themselves, a police 
spokesman added. Knives, sharp 
tools, stones and steel rods were 
wielded in the fight 

During the dash, four Soviet 
Jews were slashed in the face and 
aims. Police said the four were 
taken to ’Em Karem Hadassah 
Hospital in good to fair condi- 
tion. There were no reported 
Ethiopian injuries. 

Police dispersed the violence 
■and restored relative calm to the 
hotel, but were hindered from 
further investigation by an elec- 
trical blackout in the neighbour- 
hood. 

Additional forces were posted 
overnight to prevent further vio- 
lence and investigation was con- 
tinuing in tiie morning. 

Some 600 of the 14,000 Ethio- 
pian Jews airlifted to Israel in 
May live with 200 Soviet immig- 
rants in die Jerusalem hotel that 
has become an absorption centre. 

The Ethiopians say the Soviets 
are jealous of the attention they 
have gotten from the Israeli pub- 
lic, tire Soviets accuse tire Etirio- 
pians of being dirty and having a 
negative influence on their chil- 
dren. 

Each side accrued tire other of 
starting Monday’s brawl. Ethio- 
pian immigrant Solomon Uor 
told Israel Radio tiie Soviets had 
thrown plastic at an Ethiopian 
without provocation on Sunday 
and started the fight Monday in 
the same manner. 


missing in hostage swap jigsaw 


BEIRUT (R) — Nearly three 
weeks ago Lebanese kidnap- 
pers freed Briton John 
McCarthy with a message for 
the United Nations spelling 
cat their demands for the 
release of the remaining 
Western hostages. 

Since then, governments, 
kidnap groups and the Un- 
ited Nations have laid down 
the pieces of a diplomatic 
jigsaw which could result in 
the swap of hundreds of 
Arabs held by Israel for the 
hostages. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar who 
vas meeting an Iranian envoy 
in Geneva Tuesday, says he 
sees signs of progress in the 
hostage crisis. 

"I continue my hope that 
something very important 
wiU happen in seeing all the 
detainees set free,” be said 
Monday. “When, I cannot 
say, but things are moving 
and moving at a good pace.” 

But several major pieces in 
tbs hostage jigsaw are still 
missing. They are: 

— The fate of seven Israeli 
servicemen missing in Leba- 
non. 

— The fate of four Iranians 
missing in Lebanon since 


1982. 

— The fate of hundreds of 
Arab prisoner held by Israel 
and its surrogate South Leba- 
non Army militia, including 
kidnapped Hizbollah (Party 
of God) cleric Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid. 

— The fate of two Shiite 
Muslim brothers, Moham- 
mad Ali and Abbas Hamadi, 
jailed in Germany for hijack- 
ing, kidnapping and murder. 

United Nations envoy Ita- 
lian Giandomenico Picco 
Monday briefed Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar on the results of his 
mission to Israel last week, 
details of which have not 
been made public. 

Iran said at the weekend 
that despite the freeing of 
Mr. McCarthy and American 
hostage Edward Tracy earlier 
this month there had been no 
corresponding gesture of 
goodwill by the other side. 

Tehran suggested that 
Washington should exert 
pressure on Israel to free 
detained Arabs. 

Security sources in Leba- 
non say the four missing Ira- 
nians seized at a Lebanese 
Forces (LF) checkpoint in 
Beirut are dead. Iran insists 
they are still alive. 


A Hizbollah team led by its 
Secretary-General Abbas 
Musawi is holding talks in 
Tehran with top ban’s lead- 
ers on “current events in the 
region and the latest develop- 
ments concerning Lebanon 
and Palestine," I ranian Tele- 
vision repotted Monday 

ni gh t. 

Htzboflah, accused by the 
West of being an umbrella for 
kidnap gangs, refuses to say 
whether two Israelis it bolds 
are alive or dead or to iden- 
tify them. Hizbollah denies 
involvement in hostage- 
taking. 

Israel’s chief hostage nego- 
tiator said Sunday he bad firm 
evidence an airman missing in 
Lebanon for five years was 
alive but demanded proof of 
the fate of six other Israelis. 

“We know that Ron Arad, 
the navigator, is in the hands 

Of Ir anians or I ranians con- 
trolled from Tehran,” said 
Uri Lubrani, Israel’s top 
trouble-shooter for Lebanon. 

Mr. Lubrani, demanding 
irrefutable evidence cm the 
fate of the missing Israelis 
before freeing any Arab pris- 
oner, did not explain how 
Israel knew Mr. Arad had 
survived his five years in cap- 


tivity but his remarks fol- 
lowed Mr. Picco’s visit. 

Lebanese groups dose to 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
hold five Americans, two Bri- 
tons and two Germans. 
Lebanese security sources say 
a missing Italian is believed 
to have been killed. 

Of the seven missing 
Israelis, Arad and Druze 
Samir Assad are the only 
ones known to have been 
captured alive. The 
Damascus-based Democratic 
Front for the Liberation erf 
Palestine says Sergeant 
Assad was killed in an Israeli 
air raid. 

Pro-Iranian sources in 
Beirut say a “gentlemen’s 
agreement” has been reached 
between Tehran and Bonn 
that would lead to the inclu- 
sion of two German hostages 
in the swap in return for the 
eventual pardoning of 
Mohammad Ali and Abbas 
Hamadi. 

Bonn denied the report 
and said it would not make 
any deals. 

“The Germans are held by 
followers of Hizbollah secur- 
ity chief Abdul Hada Hama- 
di, tire elder brother of the 
jailed Hamadis. 
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Brunner: Parley could be delayed 


Gunmen shoot policeman In Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (R) — Two unidentified gunmen shot and seriously 
wounded a policeman outside his Istanbul borne Tuesday, Turkey’s 
semi-official Anatolian news agency said. The gunmen escaped 
after the attack in tire working-class district of Afibeykoy. It was 
not immediately dear Who might have been behind the shooting. 
The urban guerrilla group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) has killed 
a number of police and security officers in the past. Dev-Sol 
claimed responsibility for tire Aug. 19 killing of British business- 
man Andrew Blake in Istanbul. The tittle-known Turkish wing of 
tire Islamic Jihad also d aimed that attack. 

Iraqi police arrest currency forgers 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi police have arrested a three-member 
gang which was dealing in large amounts of foreign currency and 
counterfeit money, the Iraqi News Agency UNA) reported 
Monday. It quoted the director of the anti-crime unit in Ba g hdad’s 
Saddam City neighbourhood as describing to the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah bow the unit tracked down the gang by 
allowing one of its detectives to pose as a currency dealer. The , 
agency said the police seized 20 million Iranian riyals (about 
$300,000 at Tehran’s official exchange rate) and $12,000 found with 
the gang. The money was seat to the central bank to be checked, it | 
added. INA gave no other details apart from identifying tire 
ringleader as an Arab national named Ah Hassan. Iraq had 
accused Iran of helping to flood tire country with forged money. 
Iran denied the charge. 

Niger president barred from Libya visit 

NIAMEY (R). — Niger’s national conference has barred President 
Ati Saibou from paying an official visit to Libya, conference 
sources said Tuesday. The collective chairmanship of tire pro- 
democracy conference, wind] has whittled away most of Mr. 
Salbou’s prerogatives, turned down his request to attend tire 
inauguration ceremonies for Libya’s vast man-made lake. The 
sources said a conference vice-chairman, Alhazi Soumaila, left for 
Tripoli Tuesday to represent Niger. Since it began work on July 30 
Niger’s national conference has foQowed the example of similar 
forums in French-speaking Africa by taking over effective control 
of government. In an early decision delegates maintained Mr. 
Saibou as “provisional” bead of state but under their supervision. 
Last Friday Mr. Saibou accepted political and moral responsibility 
for the tailing of three students fay security forces in tire capital 
Niamey in February 1990. The incident triggered months of strikes 
and street protests which forced Mr. Saibou to abandon one-party 
rule and convene the conference. 

Bomb scares in Kuwait City 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Kuwaitis were evacuated from a 
government office complex, two shopping malls and a girls’ school 
Monday after anonymous telephone calls saying bombs had been 
hidden. No explosives were found, security officials said. It was the 
first report of bomb scares since tire liberation of Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation on Feb. 26. Major Nasser AJ Radhan, an official at the 
Interior Ministry, said officials received the four ealh between 
11:30 a.m. and noon (0830 and 0900 GMT). He said the targets 
were a ministries' complex, the pash Salhiya and Dasman shopping 
malls and the Al Rika Girls’ High School. The ministries and mail; 
are downtown, and tire girls’ school is near Ahmadi, tiie country’s 
main ofl town south of Kuwait City. Major Radhan accused “a fifth 
cohumi in Kuwait that is bent on causing this kind of trouble.” The 
phrase “fifth column” has been used here to describe alleged Iraqi 
agents left behind after the seven-month occupation or their 
sympathisers. Major Radhan noted that fee gover nm ent previously 
has warned that such agents could cause trouble. Security has been 
a major concern in the emirate, which suffers from a shortage of 
trained policemen and soldiers Kuwait has announced it is 
considering a programme that would have Kuwaiti volunteers 
assisting police in keeping law and order. 

Turkish Cypriots to turn monastery into museum 

NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cypriots are spending $22,000 to turn 
the 1400-year-old St Barnabas Monastery into their biggest 
museum. Esber Serakinti, minister of education and culture in the 
breakaway Turkish republic of northern Cyprus, said the museum 
would open before the end of 1991 displaying icons, religious relics, 
murals and antiques from Christian and Roman eras. “Work is 
under way. The church itself has been repaired and restored. The 
outer buddings (comprising) about 20 rooms will be altered and 
repaired,” Mr. Serakind told Reuters. It would become “the 
biggest museum of north Cyprus” and the 100-million Turkish lira 
($22,000) bill would be paid by the Turkish Cypriot government, 
he said. The monastery, 45 Htanetres east of Nicosia, was built in 
477 A.D. at the place where tiie body of Barnabas, disciple of Jesus 
Christ, was said to have been uncovered. It is a tourist attraction 
but has not been looked after since 1976 when its caretakers, three 
monk brothers, left because of poor health and old age. 

Saudi government cracks down on bribes 

JEDDAH (AP) — The cabinet has raised the fine on conviction for 
taking a bribe in Saudi Arabia to 10 times the value of the money 
received, newspapers reported Tuesday. The decision, a severe 
tightening of the penalty, was adopted at the cabinet’s weekly 
meeting Monday chaired by King Fahd, the newspaper reports 
said. Jeddah is the summer capital for the government. Earlier, 
fines for bribery were rarely more than the amount of money 
received. The fine comes in addition to a maximum two-year jail 
sentence, which remains the same. Expatriates convicted of bribery 
are deported after the sentence is served. Hie new rules 
reportedly allow the government to ban companies from govern- 
ment contracts if then: directors or employees commit bribery in 
the interest of the firms. The ban would be reconridered after five 
years. Oil-rich Saudi Arabia is one of the highest spending 
countries, as the government spends billions of its ofl revenues 
annually for trading and construction purposes. Monday’s cabinet 
meeting also raised the dealing on fines for convicted forgers to 10 
million riyals ($2.65 million). 


(Cantoned from page 1) 
de Cuellar’s special representa- 
tive to the Middle East, said be 
haH discussed with the U.N. chief 
international developments 
affecting the situation in the re- 
gion. 

Recent events in tiie Soviet 
Union affected directly or i n- 
direedy the conference 

since Moscow was a co-sponsor of 

the gathering, be said. 

U.N. officials have said the 
world body would participate in 
the conference as a “silent obser- 
ver.” But Mr. Brunner said de- 
tails of its role still had to be 
defined. 

He said no venue had yet been 
fixed for the conference. “There 
are different candidates. For the 
moment nothing has been de- 
cided.” 

A newspaper said Tuesday r 
Israel ims demanded a series of 
U.S. undertakings that could put 
off the peace conference. 

The Arabs have also taken a 
position that amid jeopardise the 
negotiations, the independent 
Haaretz said. Egypt, Syria and 
Jordan have decided not to send 
senior delegates to bilateral talks 
with Israel unless Israel halts 
settlement activity in the occu- 
pied territories, it said. 

The confere nc e is supposed to 
consist of an opening ceremony, 
followed by face-to-face negotia- 
tions between Israel and each 
Arab delegation. Agreement has 
not been reached on Palestinian 
participation, and U.S. diplomats 
are trying to draw up separate 
memorandums of understanding 
with Land and the P a les tinian s 
that win enable both sides to 


attend tiie talks. ** 

According to Haaretz, Israel is £•* 
^tfmanrfing U.S. acknowledge- 
ment that the Jewish state win . 
stand alone against an array of ‘ 
Arab states at the conference, \ 
and that Washington wifl there- 
fore not support any Arab post- . 
tiou that Israel opposes. 

Israel also wants American reo- 
(i gnit ion that its pro- 1967 “bor- - 
ders were not secure.” and that -= r 
U.N Resolutions 242 and 338, the 
cornerstones of Mideast peace • 
efforts, are open to conflicting 
interpretation.. ' 

The United States is being i 
asked to recognise that Jerusalem 
wffl not be “redivided,” although 
Washington is not required to 
recognise Israeli “sovereignty” 
over the Arab sector, Haaretz 


Haaretz said Israel warns the 
United Stales to ratify the accord ■ 
it mediated in 1983 ending tiie 
state of war between- Israel and 
Lebanon. The accord was abro- ■* 
gated by Lebanon tire following -5 
year. 

Haaretz said Israel’s demands 
were not conditions fbrattemfing > 
the peace conference: But it said 
some of the demands contradict - 
U.S. policy and therefore could . 
force a delay in starting talks. . ; 

Foreign ministry spokesman - 
Barukfa Binah would notspeDoot 
Israel demands or comment cm »•' 
the individual points rased by ■- 
Haaretz. 

He said Israel had defivered 
one “very preDminary dzafr” erf 
its demands to tiie Americans at : 
the beginning of tiie mouth, and 0- 
bad not gotten any U.S. feedback - - 
on it yet 


Ir anian envoy meets U.N. chief 

(Continued from page 1) Hizbollah, which ad 


Britons, two Germans and poss- 
ibly one Italian, who some re- 
ports have said is dead. 

Mr. Kharrazi lamented the fact 
that the Israelis had made no 
gesture iii response to the release 
more than two weeks ago of an 
American and a British hostage. 

Lebanese gr o ups are deman- 
ding the initial release of at least 
some of the Lebanese and 
Palestinians seized by the Israelis 
or their militia allies in southern 
Lebanon. 

But Israel is refrying to do so 
without c oncrete word on tiie fate 
of its servicemen — such as a 
recent photograph or a visit from 
tiie International Committee & 
the Red Cross (ICRCL 


Hizb ollah, - which admits to 
ho lding at least two Israeli ser- 
vicemen, says it would not give 
out free information without 
something in return. 

Diplomats said one way out 
might be to arrange a simul- 
taneous ICRC visit to tire Israelis 
and to the Arabs Israel holds or 
some other plan involving tire 
Red Cross. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar planned 
to meet ICRC President Coraeho 
Sommaraga Wednesday, and tire 
ICRCs chief delegate to Leba- 
non di scuss e d the hostage crisis 
with a member of the Hizbollah 
potitburo in Lebanon Tuesday. 

A Hizbollah spokesman said 
Christophe Harnisch met 
Mohammad Al Khansa, a mem- 
ber of ffizboUah's politburo. 
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bunding — Mr. Yeltsin's head- 
quarters, and the centre of 
nationwide resistance to the 


■W ’• 


be linked to reforms towfej 
]®st and democratic system 
defence cuts. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Meteorology. 

It wB be fair and winds eifl be 
nottlnwaterty moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wiH be aottberiy mod en O L and 
sen cafan. 

Mta./gntr. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba - 26/38 

Deserts 17 / 34 

Jordan VaSey 25/38 

Yesterday^ bgfa lenipcaviaiesi Am- 
man 29, Aqaba 37. Htonld&y readings: 


Amman 45 per eed, Aqaba 28 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. TayseerAl Saadi 777636 

Dr. WodD&mati 774800 

Dr.JadMmqa - 776046 

Dr. AbdnlQader AlLale (— ) 

Kras Ptamacy ...................... 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ........ 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ...... 637055 

Nairoufc h pharmacy 623672 

Al Saturn phinnar.y 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmrnsnl fhwinni y 637660 


Dr. Sakhr AlMit&q .. 
Al Sharaa’ pharmacy . 

ZABQA: 

Dr. MnfeedDamra ... 

pl uumm y 


— f-) 

(275825) 


(-) 

...985417 


Pood Control Centre 637111 

CrvQ Defence Department 661111 

CM Defe nc e 

Re*»«e 630341 

C5vfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pnfice ..... 192.621111,637777 

Pire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775m 

Highway FoBee 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Nrife Scarify Department 630321 

Hotel CempMsm 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complainta 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Cmqdain ti.. .... . 787111 

Tdqpbone fatfocncuion 

(dlroclofy assistance) 121 

OmaeasGaBft 01(C30 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 

Iordan Tdeshdoa 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Anterity 680100 

Jordan BcctricityAnthority ...815615 
Electric Power 

- Company 636381 


RJ Plight Information 08- 5320 0 

Oaeen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

RJndkfi Matere&y. J. Amn ... 64428 US 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Asm.... 642441/2 

label Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDns.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmegma i 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasfaer Hospital 667227/9 

Hie Islamic, AbdaG 666127/37 

Al-AULAbdali 664164/6 

Itafian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AJ-BasUr.J. Ashxafleb 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

AmriHnpted 674155 

ZABQA: 

ZanqaGovt. Hcspsal (095983323 

Zama National Hospital .. (D9W0Q56O 

Ibn Sow Hospital 09)986732 

Al ffikaa Modem Hospital ((B) 990950 

nffiiD: 

Princess Baama Hospital .. (02)275555 

GrakCfatbolic Hospital (02)272275 

RmAlNafeeaHowtd (02047100 


AQABA: 

princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314113 


FOB THE TBAVEUBB 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This n fan n t tiM a stppHed by RayiU 
Jonfariu (RJ) information tiepin- 
tnem at to Oaeen Afia lattsmatiomU 
Airport TeL (08)33200-3, where It 
fboaU ahrays be veriBed, 
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from /the president o£tfce Thud 
world Economists Society. Dr. 

• Yapoh ^uteHUBii;- <x5adenvtang 
, ^atrocities committed by the 
Kuwaiti authorities Against .the. 

community • . 

j^^riemaadfog xhxt ibe U nited 
Nations mvorveneiopui anead 
to'thcfrmasSexpulsioa 'from the 
emirate. j-. :■'. - • 

"I am honoured 'to voice the . 
surety's tfe^j prfcfe'fn Your 
Majesty’s honourable and nation- " 
al stand*-; faiticBtadf yoar - 
staunch and 'humanitarian sup- 
port for the . Jordanian and 
PaSestmianjpeppte evicted from 
Kuwait, that country which they 
construct ed-and-where -they 


served as the backbone for its 
_ prosperity Dr. Suleiman said in 
las cable. 

The displaced population had 
ho 'where but to tom to you and 
fekfc" refugee in your hospitable 
country, which opened its arms to 
foem.pr. Yaqoub said. 

“We condemn the forced evic- 
tion of Arab nationals from 
-Kuwait and the show trials and 
infantum treatment accorded to 
the civilian population in Kuwait 
and call on the international com- 
munity to halt all these atrocities 
-and repressive actions,” said Dr. 
Yaqoub is his cable. 

He said that the society sup- 
ports Jordan and opposes con- 
spiracies against the Kingdom. 


Japanese labour union 
tales $43,000 to NEF 


3 rase* 
Id dec*, 


I mi 


AMMAN (J.T.). — The Labour 
Onion oftiie National Telephone 
Company of Japan (Z c ndcnesu) 
basmhde~£ donation of $43,000 
to the Amman-based Near East 
FotwdaticttlNEE) as a contribu- 
tion towards ^tbe~ implementation 
ofaprogrnxmie based on addrta- 


rional and financial resources on 
project start-op in the arenas of 
food production, rural and com- 
munity development, primary 
health care, and small enterprise 
promotion. 

NEF’s teams of specialists 
emphasise on-the-job training for 


sing the needs of poor families in the transfer of technical and pro- 
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Ihe locai draasoraty. . 

A NEF stetetnenf Tuesday said 
foatZenderitsu officials visited its 
office is Amman and pre se nted a 
cheque for the donation designed 
to promote \soctCheooiHHmc de- 
velopment in Jordan. 

The programme, NEF said, 
involves- selection of two vofun- 
tary societies, traiiriagfoeir mem- 
bers ia ■ needs assessment and 
credit programme: management, 
, minting these members in de- 


me. and providing diem with 
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The programme, it added, pro- 
vides support for self help efforts 
*nd. ass$t5 sotaeties in designing 
the? managing activities based on 
. the real needs -of- their comnmni- 
-tirifc.: -..=•• - >4 ' ' • •■-- -• 

. .; The Labour Union winch 
tite. donation has 250,000 mem- 
bers who helped -raise the fond. 


ject managment skills. NEF 
cooperates with local agencies 
and other donor organisations to 
serve people by matching finan- 
cial and technical resources with 
loc al ne eds and initiatives. 

NEFs past work in Jordan has 
included technical assistance for 
the establishment of fish farms, 
refugee assistance daring the 
Gulf crisis, promotion of primary 
health care, and youth services. 
Assisted by regional teams and 
experience from Egypt and 
Sudan, NEF has recently turned 
its attention to the arena of small 
business promotion. 

NEFs strategy in the arena of 
small business promotion in Jor- 
dan is to work with and through 
local development agencies in- 
volved in this same arena to 
address the needs of low-income 
people. By engaging in joint acti- 
vities for employment creation, 


-ataordin^fo the NEF press. state- income-generation, and im- 
statL x prove d business performance, 

NEF/8 private vohmteiy^gen- Va NEF helps to build the technical 
C^engSgpd'hr dj^elopmem work ' and programme management 


lit 


mfoeNtaxEast since 1915, has 
..dedicated itself to die. service of 
fod peoples of the Middle East 
mid AfRca. Guidfid by its man- 
date, “to help peopie help them- 
selves," NEFfocusses its profes- 


‘and . _ b 

skills of foe staff of these agen- 
cies, and thus strengthens foe 
capacity of the agencies to under- 
take effective and sustainable 
economic development prog- 
amxnes. 
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Princes visits MinSstiy of Youth 

AMMAN (Pfitra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Haya Bint Al 
Husse^Srajday Wafted foe Youth Ministry, where she met with 
YoufhMmLte S&ehErsheidat and a number of senior officials. 

was briefed on foe ministry’s programmes for the 
yptdh^ahj^ foe roie of foe mimstry in developing foe youth 
Mcwfemeaf and Jordanian sports. Participants in foe meeting, 
.which wttalsp attended by chairman of the Jordanian Equestrian 
Asfodation Satem Al Tint, discussed the sport of horseriding and 
sfressedfoeoeqd forexpahding its base to cover foe various parte 
of foeKiugdoin through the establishment of a special equestrian 
krcS^aa^ of a horserace field at Hussein Youth 

- ^y. i AjJtoetmg was set to discuss these issues in details next 

- Monday atllYG to be attended by Princess Haya, Dr. Ersheidat, 
r Mr. Tmk^thc director of the Hussein Youth City and representa- 

-tives fiw- Sports movements in Jordan. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taesday dedded to postpone the House’s session, 
scheduled for today, until next Sunday. In the 
^^ttWiitimi^-fee House’s Committee of Palestine and the Occupied 
1w **^‘ 1 tAffoira wifl hold a meeting next Monday to discuss the 
fecision ou Gazmis firing in Jordan with Interior 
EsbouL The Upper House of Parliament 
■ a meeting under its speaker, Ahmad Al Lawri, 
l if discussed the provisional revised Income Tax Law 
F . The law was passed to foe Upper House after 
by -foe Lower House. Following discussion, 
Co mmi ttee approved the law. 

In conference 

AM^AJ§[(petra) — Tbe Public Security Department (PSD) will 
, tbe of foe Sixth Conference of foe Arab 

’> d j : j^ c Relations Department directors which will 
Sept. 1. The three-day conference wiD discuss 
to foe role of public relations personnel in 
. . ^^--^eratiofl ties among the Arab pnbfic security 
role in preventing crimes and duties which 
6oatact~wifo the public. The PSD will be repre- 
^^•^i^bcmference by Brigadier General Hrsham Esnour, 
puWic relations department, who will leave for 



imiftee to be set up 

) — - The cabinet Tuesday approved setting up a 
^committee whose task wiD be pnnehasin g equipment 
tfonal projects which are financed by the World 
> co untri es and estabfishments. The committee, 
febe^^mired hy the ministry’s secretary general, wQl 
' 'members directors of several of the min i s tries 
ats in addition to b representative from die 
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Isterior MMster Jawdal Esboul dbemsscs pros- Nasbat Ihrahtm. Mr. Esboul repeated Jordan’s 
pects for Arab unity wftk Secretary General of the caB for Arab solidarity. 

Arab Interior Ministers Coastal Dr. Akram - 

Jordan reaffirms its 
determination to establish 
united Arab position 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In line with 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
directives the Jordanian govern- 
ment renews its determination to 
puisne the ongoing efforts aiming 
to reestablish solidarity among 
Arab countries and end differ- 
ences among Arab governments 
resulting from the Gulf crisis. 
Interior Minister Jawdat Esboul 
said Tuesday. 

Jordan reaffirms its principled 
stand which calls for unity of 
Arab ranks and the need to trans- 
cend all differences in order to 
arrive at solidarity among Arab 
states, said the minister in a 
statement after meeting with foe 
secretary general of Arab interior 


ministers council. Dr. Akram 
Nashat Ibrahim. 

Dr. Ibrahim has been touring 
Arab states to sound out their 
views about reviving agencies and 
institutions affiliated to the Arab 
League with the purpose of 
boosting inter- Arab cooperation. 

Mr. Esboul told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that he 
exchanged views with Dr. Ibra- 
him on the outcome of his efforts 
which, among other things, aim 
at ensuring security for the Arab 
World through the coundl. 

The minister said that Dr. Ibra- 
him informed him of foe Arab 
countries’ approval of a council 
meeting, to be held in Tunis early 


in December, to discuss matters 
related to Arab security. 

The preliminary meetings would 
be held to prepare an agehda for 
foe council's session. 

Mr. Esboul said he remained 
optimistic, in light of information 
provided by Dr. Ibrahim, about 
the Arab countries’ favourable 
response to a call for reestab- 
lishing solidarity among Arab 
states. 

Dr. Ibrahim, the minister 
added, had positive indications 
about the determination of other 
Arab states to create an oppor 
tune dimate for a collective Arab 
action under the Arab League 
umbrella. 


CBJ extends deadline for bids 
to purchase BCCI branches 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan .(CBJ) has ex-, 
tended its deadline for submis- 
sion of bids for foe three bran- 
dies of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) in Jordan until Satur- 
day after four local financial 
institutions requested more 
time to study foe affairs of foe 
troubled bank. 

The field was narrowed to 
four after foe Jordan National 
Bank informed the CBJ earlier 
this week that it was not in- 
terested in acquiring the BCCI 
branches. 

“Obviously Jordan National 
felt it was not in a position to 
outbid its rivals in the race who 
axe definitely going to come up 
with highly competitive offers 
if only because they want foe 
commercial licence that is in- 
cluded in tiie deal.” said a senior 
banking executive. 

The four contenders still in 
foe race axe the Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC), the Busi- 
ness Bank, the Union Bank for 
Investments and the Jordan 
Investments and Finance 
Bank. All except ABC are 
registered as investment 
houses and do not have com- 
mercial banking licences. 

“They requested the Central 
Bank to extend the deadline, 
which was originally set at 


Aug. 25, so that they could 
study foe affairs of the bank 
and assess its situation prior to 
finalising (heir bids,” said a 
senior source. 

“Since the CBJ is more in 
favour of KUing the BCCI 
branches to local organisations 
rather than a foreign entity, it 
agreed to the request and set 
Saturday as the deadline,” die 
sources said. 

“The CBJ will consider fore- 
ign offers only if it has been 
established beyond any doubt 
that local bidden cannot come 
up with acceptable offers.” 
according to the source. 

The CBJ, grappling with a 
series of scandals and troubles 
which hit commercial banking 
in Jordan starting with the Pet- 
ra Bank in August 1988, has 
steadily refused to license new 
commercial banks and follows 
a policy of trying to limit the 
number of commercial banks 
through encouraging mergers. 

An auditor's report handed 
over foe bidders for study has 
dearly established that BCCI 
Jordan was foe “most profit- 
able bank in Jordan,” said 
BCCI regional Manager 
Fakhri Bilbeisi, noting that foe 
bank’s net profits for 1990 
were JD 1.3 million. 

The CBJ took over BCCI 
Jordan in early July after hav- 
ing already ensured that all its 
foreign currency accounts were 
repatriated to Jordan in anti- 


cipation of foe international 
troubles which hit the 
Luxembourg-based bank. 

- The CBJ move guaranteed 
the solvency of BCCI Jordan 

- and that foe bank's assets ade- 
quately cover public deposits 
with the bank. A rush for 
withdrawals under limitations 
set by the CBJ has subsided, 
and account-holders are being 
asked to reconcile their ba- 
lances ahead of the expected 
change of ownership. 

The international links of 
BCCI Jordan do not pose a 
problem for the CBJ to exer- 
cise its options since all com- 
merrial banks in Jordan are 
governed by Jordanian bank- 
ing regulations regardless of 
ownership. The regulations 
permit the CBJ to take over 
any bank if it feels that public 
deposits are threatened. 

The Central Bank has set JD 
1 million as the minimum bid 
for the three BCCI brandies in 
the Kingdom. Also induded in 
the prerequisites is a condition 
that foe buyer will protect the 
interests of the 90 BCCI em- 
ployees in Jordan and will not 
cany out any dismissals in foe 
first year after acquisition. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said he expected 
the Central Bank to make a 
final decision immediately af- 
ter receiving offers from the 
four bidders Saturday and the 
BCCI branches to start normal 
operations in their new form in 
another week. 


Parliament members complain of slow 
government action in dealing with problems 


AMMAN (Petra) — Three Par- 
liament members have sent 
memoranda to government 
ministers urging them to speed up 
work on economic development 
projects and services fen areas in 
their constituencies located in the 
desert and rural regions of Jor- 
dan. 

Deputy Mahmoud Hweimil 
sent a memora n dum to Minster 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet Al Taber demanding that 
electricity be supplied to foe 
population settlements built in 
the south Jordan Valley region, 
particularly at Gfaor Safi. 

In a second memorandum, Mr. 
Hweimil demanded that the 
Health Ministry meet the Ghor 
Safi hospital's needs of specialists 
and increase to 35 the number of 
its beds because of growing de- 
mands for medical treatment. He 
also requested that the Health 
Ministry bu3d a residential quar- 
ter for the nurses adjacent to the 

hospital. 


Deputy Nayef Al Hadid sent a 
memorandum to the Minister of 
Pubfic Works and Housing Saad 
Hayel Srour demanding that agri- 
cultural roads that serve desert 
regions east of Amman be 
asphalted. 

In another memorandum sent 
to Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Samir Kawar, Mr. Hadid 
demanded that the ministry deal 
with the water problems in foe 
areas of southern Amman. He 
said that the Water Authority 
should pay back to the local 
residents a sum of JD 30 million, 
which was overpaid to the com- 
pany. 

The deputy said that water 
sfaonld be supplied to stock 
breeders free of charge and the 
tariff charges by water trades be 
un i fi ed and endorsed by the gov- 
ernment 

Deputy Ahmad Kafawin seat 
memoranda to Prime Minster 


Taher Masri, Speaker of foe 
Lower House of Parliament 
Abdnl Latif Arabiyat and Mr. 
Kawar demanding that the gov- 
ernment improve and upgrade 
the services of the Housing Cor- 
poration in the Karak Governo- 
rale. He said that housing units 
should be built because of foe 
growing demands for bousing in 
the region. 

In his memoranda, Mr. Kafa- 
win also urged the government to 
initiate small and medium-sized 
income-generating projects in 
Karak Governorale to reduce the 
problem of unemployment 
among university and community 
college graduates. He said that 
fanners are finding it difficult to 
reach their farmlands due to the 
lack of proper road networks. 

The deputy urged the govern- 
ment to speed op work on repair- 
ing toads damaged by the last 
winter’s storms. 
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Jordan, Iran sign 
letter of understanding 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
and Jordan on Tuesday signed a 
letter of understanding for econo- 
mic and commercial cooperation, 
the Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (TRNA) reported. 

The letter was signed in Tehran 
during the last round of talks 
between (he visiting Jordanian 
minister of trade and industry. 
Aii Abul Ragheb, and Iranian 
Commerce Minister Abdul- 
Hussein Vahhaji. 

At the end of the session. Mr. 
Vahhaji said that delegations 
from both countries will exchange 
visits in the future to assess 
scopes of bilateral cooperation, 
said IRNA. which is monitored in 
Nicosia. 


Mr. Vahhaji added that the 
setting up of exclusive exhibi- 
tions, participation of both coun- 
tries in each other’s international 
fairs as well as establishment of 
an air route between the two 
countries were among topics of 
discussion, IRNA said. 

It said the minister noted “Jor- 
dan’s demand for items including 
vehicles, fish and tobacco was 
also reviewed in the talks, adding 
that Iran would continue to 
purchase part of its phosphate 
requirements from Jordan.” 

Mr. Abul Ragheb met Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayaii 
Monday evening and he called for 
further expansion of bilateral 
economic and political relations. 


It said Mr. Velayari underlined 
the importance of economic tics 
among Muslim countries and de- 
scribed the new chapter opened 
in Tehran- Amman bilateral rela- 
tions as “very important." 

Mr. Velayati referred to the 
presence of a large number of 
Palestinians in Jordan and said 
that defending the intifada 
against Israeli occupation of . the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip “was a 
grave responsibility shouldered 
by the Muslims." IRNA re- 
ported. 

Ii said foe foreign minister ex- 
pressed hope that with an all-out 
cooperation by Muslim stales, 
“foe flag for foe liberation cf 
Palestine would remain hoisted." 


Survey provides comprehensive! 
data about Gulf expatriates 


By Nidai M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The high unem- 
ployment rate and an inability 
to find affordable housing are 
among foe major worries of 
expatriates who have recently 
returned from the Gulf states, 
according to foe firs: compre- 
hensive study conducted on 
the reutumees. 

The survey, conducted by 
foe National Centre for Edu- 
cational Research and De- 
velopment. was requested by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. who felt that a 
better understanding of foe 
returnees and their problems 
would aid government agen- 
cies in addressing their grie- 
vances. The results of foe sur- 
vey, according to Dr. Victor 
Billeh. president of the cen- 
tre, provide foe first detailed 
look into the demographics 
and characteristics of retur- 
nees from the Gulf states. 

Among the survey's find- 
ings: 

— Unemployment topped 
the list of major problems 
feeing returnees with over 50 
per cent of families surveyed 
listing it as their major con- 
cern, Dr. Billeh said. Lack of 
funds, foe high cost fo living 
and the housing shortage — 
problems ranked two through 
four, respectively — were 
viewed by Dr. Billeh as being 
interconnected to the high un- 
employment rate, currently at 
about 20 per cent. 

— Forty- three per cent of 
returnees are students. Of 
that number. 80 per cent en- 
rolled in government schools. 
7.5 per cent registered in 
schools run by foe United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) and 12.5 
per cent enrolled in private 
schools. 

— Forty-seven per cent of 
returnee families live in build- 
ings they own while 42 per- 
cent reside in rented bousing. 
Ten per cent live with other 
family members and friends. The 
survey also found that 57 per cent of 
-returnees reside in the Am- 
man Governors te, 24 per cent 
live in foe Zarqa Govemorate 
and 13 per cent reside in the 
Irbid Govemorate. 

— Forty-four per cent of 
foe returnees are under foe 
age of 15. This is especially 
significant because it repre- 


sents foe number of people 
who would use government 
services without being able to 
contribute to the economy. 
Dr. Billeh said. 

— Gulf returnees swelled 
the nation's unemployment 
ranks by 19,000, of which 
3,900 were able to find jobs as 
of April, Dr. Billeh said. 

— Economically, foe study 
found that 35 per cent of 
families surveyed live below 
foe poverty line, considered to 
be JD 150 per month per 
household. Dr. Billeh said. 

— More than 3,000 fami- 
lies, with capital ranging form 
JD 1,000 to JD 500,000, 
would like to establish some 
kind of business venture ia the 
Kingdom. Fifty-five per cent 
of these indicated they were 
interested in a commercial en- 
terprise, 12 per cent in indust- 
rial and 15 per cent in agri- 
cultural projects. The other 15 
per cent mentioned either a 
service sector project or other 
types of businesses. 

The majority of people that 
indicated a willingness to 
establish (businesses) were 
talking about small scale pro- 
jects,” said Dr. Billeh, wbo 
defined “small scale” as being 
of. an average of JD 10,000. 

However, about 200 fami- 
lies are willing to invest more 
than JD 50,000. considered a 
major income-generating, 
job-creating project, he said. 

Conducting the survey pre- 
sented some unique problems 
to the centre because of diffi- 
culties in having the estimated 
200,000 to 300.000 returnees 
fill questionnaires. Dr. Billeh 
said. 

Specifically, problems in 
geographically locating foe re- 
turnees made it difficult to 
conduct the survey “because 
no one really knows where the 
returnees are living or are 
located and because we do not 
have exact figures on how 
many people stayed in Am- 
man.” Dr. Billeh said. “Some 
left to foe West Bank. Others 
maybe left to other countries 
-abroad but foe bulk of the 
population stayed in Jordan 
and we are noticing foe in- 
creased exodus of these peo- 
ple.” 

Assuming that most of the 
returnees would have chil- 
dren, officials decided to issue 
foe questionnaires to newly- 


enrolled students in school;, 
community colleges and uni- ' 
versities, asking them to pro- i 
vide information about their l 
families. ' 

“In effect, we really used 
foe schoolchildren as messen- 
gers to reach foe parents ar.d ’ 
households to get foe informa- - 
tion,” Dr. Billeh said. 

The response rate, he said. ! 
surpassed the centre’s ex- • 
peculations as over 90 per cent * 
(42,500) of students returned 
foe questionnaires. The high . 
return rate means the survey s 
covered over 100,000 indi- i 
victuals in 16,500 families, a i 
large enough number to make : 
foe survey statistically signifi- • 
cant. Dr. Billeh said. 1 

“The response rate was ; 
very high and very satisfac- ? 
tory.” he said. • 

Still, one of foe problems f 
with the survey was that i: •- 
used students who were offi- i 
dally enrolled in school, < 
meaning that they had been in - 
foe country for some time. 
Because of this, the latest > 
wave of refugees did not fill ! 
out questionnaires when they 
were distributed near foe end ! 
of April and were not in- < 
eluded in the study, which was 
completed in July, Dr. Billeh 
said. ; 

“The returnees induded in- J 
foe study were here before foe J 
crisis developed,” he said. 

Information on foe recent ! 
wave of refugees, he added, is S 
now being withered as they j 
stream into the country. 

While the survey provided 
new data on returnees, it is J 
not yet clear how that in- 
formation will be used tc ; 
address their problems. Dr. t 
Billeh said. “At least we have ' 
a database,’’ be said. “We | 
now know what kind of peo- ! 
pie we have.” j 

Interested agencies — ! 

national and international, f 
governmental and non- | 
governmental — will be given 
access to results of the survey, 
he said. 

It is expected that foe bulk 
of foe information, however, \ 
will be used by various Jorda- j 
nian institutions in formulat- 
ing responses to returnees’ ! 
problems. For Example, data 1 
on the large number of stu- i 
dents returning from the Gulf j 
will be provided to the Minis- [ 
try of Education. [ 


Traffic 
accidents 
claim 
19 lives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 19 
people were killed and 245 others 
injured in 478 road accidents that 
occurred in Jordan between Aug. 
17 and Aug. 24, according to a 
statement by foe Public Security 
Department (PSD) Tuesday. 

Out of foe total number of 
accidents, 408 occurred in urban 
and residential roads, ca u sing foe 
deaths of 13 persons and the 
injury of 180 others, according to 
foe statement. 

70 accidents occurred on the 
highways, killing six persons and 
injuring 65 others, the statement 
said. 

This past week's total repre- 
sented an increase of 14 deaths 
over foe previous week's while 
foe number of injured people 
increased by 46, according to the 
statement. 

A total of 309 accidents which 
earned foe death of right persons 
and the injury of 104 others 
occured in Amman followed by 
Zarqa and Irbid. 





Gives you comfort in your tourist tours and 
travels by using its Mercedes Jarash or Royal. 
Very special prices for Jordanians and new- 
comers tor a specific period of lime, ending on 
Dec. 31. 1991. 

☆ Amman-Jarasb. half a day JD40 

*■ Amman-Dead Sea. half a day JD4d 

☆ Amman- Madaba , Mai'n Spa complex, half a 
day. JD 55 

☆ Amman-Ajloun, half a day JD42 

☆ Amman-Desert Castles, half a day JD54 

☆ Amman-Karak, full day JD65 

☆ Amman-Wadi Rum. full day JD98 

☆ Amman-Petra, full day JD98 

* Amman-Petra. Wadi Rum JD 150 

* Amman-Aqaba. full day JD 125 

* AmmarvBaghdad (return trip only), 
make the necessary enquiry. 

Licenced drivers, airconditioned cars, 
prehensive insurance. 

For reservation, please cal! tel. 715815, 
713192, Fax. No. 713194 








Opinion & Analysts 




JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2S, t»r 




Iordan Times 


An independent Arab pofiucal daily pvblshed in English by the Iordan Press Foundation. 
Established 1975 

imhm .P ij^.U m, jj.M V J* Vav 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAJD 

Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays . ' 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


THERE IS a growing fear that the communist dictatorship 
m the Soviet Union is being Cast replaced by another type of 
dictatorship masterminded by no other than Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin. Mr. Yeltsin’s style of governing and Ids mode 
of taking decisions on behalf of not only his republic but also 
the rest of the onion suggest that a new kind of tyranny is in 
the making. To begin with, be has already served notice on 
the rest of the republics that form the Soviet Union that he 
will seek rectification of the borders of the Russian 
Federation with the rest of the smaller republics in favour of 
course of Us own republic. Then he started making noises to 
the effect that his government insists on sharing control over 
Soviet nuclear weapons with the central government in 
Moscow while the rest of the Soviet republics would 
continue to be excluded from any such form of control. In 
between such bold decisions, Mr. Yeltsin continues to issue 
one edict after the other purporting to dictate the shape and 
future of the USSR. In this vein he hastened to recognise the 
breakaway Baltic republics in an arbitrary manner and 
without consulting neither the central government nor his 
neighbouring republics. Concurrently with such abrasive 
behaviour, he ordered not only the dismantling of the 
Communist Party, which, in spite of everything, is an 
important part of Soviet history, but also its ridicule and 
demeaning. From the looks of things, Mr. Yeltsin is fast 
becoming a new czar and mother Russia is rapidly restoring 
its historic stature and power at the expense of course of the 
rest of the peoples and ethnic minorities. No wonder there 
are already voices being beard calling for giving Russia the 
Soviet Union's permanent seat at the U.N. Security Council. 
What should bother the world most is the manne r all such 
dramatic changes are being conducted and implemented. 
What is at stake is the fate of democracy in the Soviet Union 
and the course of reformation in it since it was perestroika 
and glasnost reformist perspectives that ushered in the 
eventful changes in the country and gave Mr. Yeltsin, 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and like-minded people there 
the pretext and the guise to implement their grand schemes 
for their coon try. 

The very concept that should be applied at this stage in 
Soviet history is that whatever changes Soviet leaders have 
in mind have to be endorsed by the Soviet people at large. 
After afl it is their day-to-day lives that are at stake, and 
they have every right to demand that they be consulted. 

In this vein, the best option for the Soviet leadership today 
is to conduct open and fair referendum among the Soviet 
people to determine the shape and nature of the future 
course of their country. Otherwise, the very principle of 
democracy we all cherish and are eager to see taking strong 
roots in the erstwhile communist giant wiE lose its meaning 
and value. 


AJ Ra*i daily Tuesday launched a fierce attack on the Egyptian 
leadership and its media that have been attacking Jordan 
following the publication of the White Paper that shed light on 
Jordan’s stand and exposed the underhand dealings of the 
Egyptian president during the Gulf crisis. The paper said that 
President Hosni Mubarak had given orders to the press in Cairo 
to unleash a propaganda campaign against His Majesty King 
Hnssein because he had published the truth about developments 
before and during the Gulf crisis. The White Paper only explains 
the Jordanian national stand in support of right and justice, unlike 
the Egyptian media which gave coverage to and justification for 
the U.S.-led aggression on Iraq and its civilian population, said AJ 
Ra’L It seems that the publication of the Jordanian White Paper 
had caused President Mubarak to be in total confusion and made 
him lose his mind and balance ordering the media to unleash the 
hostile campaign on King Hussein, accusing Jordan of concocting 
a plot with Iraq and Yemen against Kuwait and Saadi Arabia* the 
paper continued. The White Paper and King Hussein’s 
documented letters to President Saddam Hussein have revealed 
the truth about the whole situation, and that was something that 
shook Mr. Mubarak who was personally responsible for dram- 
ming up the worldwide information campaign against Iraq, paving 
the ground for the aggression, the daily added. What is more 


disturbing for Mr. Mubarak is the fact that his invotvemeqt in the 
plot aeainst Iraq has won him nothing except shame in frooVof the 


plot against Iraq has won him nothing except shame in fronkof the 
Arab Nation as his troops are now pulling out from Kuwait where 
he had hoped to cash in on the bounty but was totally disillusioned 
with the results, Al Ral added. It said that the White Paper has 
refuted Egypt’s lies that a plot had been concocted against Kuwait 
by Jordan, Yemen and Iraq. But, the daily said, the Jordanian 
White Paper has also exposed those who proved to be traitors to 
their nation and who deserve condemnation and curse. 


A columnist for Al Ra’i daily voiced his dismay at the govern- 
ment's failure so far to deal promptly and efficiently with the 
question of harassment of Aqaba-bound ships carrying goods to 
Jordan. Tareq Masarweh said that Jordanians do not expect the 
government to go to the U.N. Security Council, the International 
Court of Justice or elsewhere to seek justice and compensation for 
the country’s huge economic losses because of the embargo 
imposed on Jordan's trade. The writer said that the government 
seems to prefer to play down this matter so as not to provoke die 
Americans who continue to harass shipping and barm the national 
interests. He said that the harassment to Jordan’s trade was, in 
practice, a form of trade embargo imposed on Jordan com- 
plementing die embargo imposed On the Kingdom by Saudi 
Arabia which continues to block Jordan's overland trade and has 
cut off its oil supplies to Jordan. The American harassment of 
Jordan's trade is also backed by Kuwait’s continued eviction of 
Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates burdening Jordan with new 
responsibilities, the paper added. It said that these American- 
orchestrated actions were designed as a form of pressure on the 
Kingdom not because it has occupied Kuwait, but because it calls 
for an end to the embargo on Iraq and a halt to the process of 
starving the innocent civilian population. 


Economic Forum 


By Or- Abdaila 


The economics of political debacle 


THE title above refers to the peculiar state of the Soviet Union 
but it could be changed into “the politics of economic debacle" 
and maintain the same notion. What is happening now in the 
Soviet “Union" is a political collapse crowning an economic 
fiasco. 

In a series of articles on the Soviet Union I published in Al 
Dustour newspaper shortly after the eruption of the Gulf crisis 
last year, the last article (Nov. 1 1 . 1990) was concluded literally by 
the following sentence: “I, for ode, am convinced that the Soviet 
Union will disintegrate in the course of one year from now." To 
arrive at such a conclusion, we did not have to build an 
econometric model; it was a value judgement based on two 
objective developments which were crystal dear at the time. 

First, the communist regimes in Eastern Europe were crumb- 
ling one after another but Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev was standing 
handfolded and did not move a musde. That was iqbst odd 
because the states which were crumbling were the allies of the 
Soviet Union. The communist parties were being dismembered 
there but Mr. Gorbachev did not act to support them. That was 
very strange as well because, to a communist, the cause of 
communism is one cause irrespective of time and place. For Mr. 
Gorbachev to tolerate' the lethal blows which were being dealt to 
comrades, communist parties and communist regimes in Eastern 
Europe meant not only that the communist case was greatly 
enfeebled or was not Us cause at. ail but also that he would 
tolerate a similar situation in the Soviet Union if it ever developed 
there. 


Second, the perestroika was handled in a way that triggered 
great premature expectations among the masses and awakened 
national sentiments. When it foiled to deliver, the rampant new 
forces struck the very fabric which unified so far the peoples of die 
Union, namely the communism dream and its instrument, the 
Communist Party. This second point needs little elaboration. 


Political reform can be achieved very quickly and can even be 
decreed overnight. The ruler issues the decree and all sorts of 
political changes follow: Freedom of expression, parties, free 
•press, elections, elected parliaments and parliamentary govern- 
ments. In the course of one year, every thing can be put in place. 

But economic reform is a totally different issue. It may very 
well start with a decree but it takes many many years to come to 
fruition. If most, not to say all, things go right, economic reform 
will take a long time to be completed. Successful economic reform 
necessitates, among other things, a change in deep-rooted 
patterns of saving, consumption, investment and production. And 
the change bas to properly impact and motivate thousands or 
millions of production units scattered throughout the economy, 
because it is their decisions, activities and behaviour which 
determine the final picture of the economy and its performance. 
In our estimation it takes 10 to 20 years to accomplish a successful 
economic reform. 


Perestroika was presented to the peoples of the Soviet Union 
in a way that suggested it would work soon. At least, they were 
not told it might take a long time to do that. And it did not seem 


that the Soviet economists end politicians themsclvra thoagrttha 
economic reform was a long-term process^Evenams Yetan mtf 
his "liberal” economic advisers have been talking aboet SOQ 
days!! The Soviet peoples thought that the perestroika^ meant 
more and better TV and video sets, fridges, cars surd rtt time 
luxury goods they were hitherto deprived of . Instead, they_wokg 
upfour years afteT the start of die perestroika 
not only foil to deliver these products but it even robbed tbemof 
the bread and butter which they had. Now, most rqmhbtotrftfc. 
Soviet Union will want to try their own hands at taking care of 
their economic interests, or rather ecormnuc^oblem&f after: 
finding that the Union has nothing to offer them. 

Right now the Soviet Union has an alarmingly broken 
economy. What awaits it and its republics from now on, and for 
many years to come, is internal strife and economic cams and 
possibly civil war. Prices rising now at 60-100 per cent wfll give 
way to hyperinflation. Unemployment will start to spreadwdnsc 
as state enterprises are reformed or dosed. The production 
machine is already stalled and this will add to the severity of 
inflation and unemployment and cause nationwide shortages. 

Amidst this maze, it will be interesting to see what the republics 
will do with their political independence as the Soviet UnjonJtsetf 
turns into a relic. Most probably, it will be a very dramatic scene 
as the Soviet Union transits from what the West views as Sta linism 
to Yeltsimsm and Bushism, through the miserable and very 
short-lived era of Gorbachevism. - - 


Yeltsin advances at Gorbachev’s Communist Party collapses after 


expense after years of rivalry decades as Soviet ‘conscience 


By Susan Cornwell 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — For Boris Yeltsin, 
it must be sweet revenge. 

Three years ago. when Kremlin 
chief Mikhail Gorbachev’s pow- 
ers were at their height, Mr. 
Yeltsin stood in disgrace before 
the 19th Soviet Communist Party 
conference and begged in vain for 
political rehabilitation “while I 
am still alive." 

In the past three days Mr. 
Yeltsin, now president of the 
Russian Federation, has sidelined 
and humiliated Mr. Gorbachev at 
the Soviet leader's weakest mo- 
ment, and left their mutual right- 
wing enemies running, as Mr. 
Yeltsin said. like "cockroaches in 


In the heady early days of 
perestroika they were allies. Soon 
after becoming Soviet leader in 
March 1985, Mr. Gorbachev 
plucked Mr. Yeltsin from provin- 
cial obscurity in Sverdlovsk to 
dean up the corrupt Moscow 
party organisation. 

But Mr. Gorbachev uncere- 
moniously dumped Mr. Yeltsin 
from the Moscow party job in 
November 1987 and from the 
politburo in February 1988 after 


In June this year, Mr. Yeltsin 
made his position unassailable by 
winning a direct election to the 
Russain presidency, becoming 
Russia’s first freely-elected 
leader. 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 


After last week’s abortive 
coup, instead of rushing to the 
Kremlin -shouting Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s name, Muscovites con- 
verged on the Russian parliament 
shouting “Yeftsin. Yeltsin.” 


a jar. 

The Communist Party has col- 
lapsed and the Soviet Union is on 
the verge of collapsing. In the 
events leading to chaos, a large 
role was played by the tormented 
relationship and personal rivalry 
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relationship ana personal rivalry 
between two reformers — Mr. 
Gorbachev and Mr. Yeltsin. 

For nearly four years, ever 
since Mr. Yeltsin proved to be 
the first crack in the outwardly 
monolithic Gorbachev lead- 
ership, the two men have battled 
each other over the pace of re- 
form, never reaching much more 
than a temporary, uneasy truce. 

Both men wanted economic 
and political change, but Mr. 
Yeltsin was a passionate radical 
beside whom Mr. Gorbachev 
appeared a cautious centrist. 

Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. Yeltsin 
wrote in his autobiography in 
1990. was “my perpetual oppo- 
nent, the lover of half -measures 
and half-steps." 

Mr. Yeltsin accused Mr. Gor- 
bachev of being detached from 
the harsh realities of Soviet life, 
saying almost from the start that 
his perestroika policies were 
doing little to improve the lives of 
average Soviet citizens. 

Mr. Gorbachev considered Mr. 
Yeltsin a man of all-consuming 
ambition, unable to proceed in a 
rational, steady manner. 

"Comrade Yeltsin put his per- 
sonal ambitions before the in- 
terests of the party,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev declared in November 
1987. 


Mr. Yeltsin charged reforms were 
moving too slowly. 

Mr. Yeltsin was denounced 
and humiliated at a Moscow party 
meeting at which do one de- 
fended him and Mr. Gorbachev 
• said be was a man who panicked 
when the time came to back 
words with deeds. 

Afterwards Mr. Gorbachev 
‘told people "he was not going to 
.let me back into politics," Mr. 
Yeltsin said in his book. 

Things turned out differently.. 

In March 1989, Mr. Yeltsin 
won a seat in die new Soviet parlia- 
ment created as part of Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s reforms. 


In front of the Soviet leader 
and the Russian parliament. Mr. 
Yeltsin temporarily banned the 
Russian Communist Party. He 
annexed the state communica- 
tions system and commandeered 
the archives of the Communist 
Party and -KGB security police. 

Has Mr. Yeltsin bad the last 
laugh? not everyone is sure. 

“I fear in a few years’ time the 
people now backing Mr. Yeltsin 
will be shouting ‘take Yeltsin to 
.the gallows’ because he and his 
team are not professionals and 
will not be able to act." said one 
Muscovite, physics teacher Vladi- 
mir Trushin. 


MOSCOW — The Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, effec- 
tively smashed in one evening by 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
held the Soviet Union in its grip 
through seven decades of terror 
and repression. 

With last week's failed coup 
died the last hopes it could 
change its Bolshevik traditions. 
On Saturday, an embattled and 
disillusioned Gorbachev quit as 
party chief and issued dramatic 
decrees hastening its demise. 

Lenin described the party he 
founded as the “Wisdom, the 
honour, the conscience of our 
. epoch” — an epithet treasured by 
his successors. That conscience 
was never greatly troubled by 
blood shed in its name in the most 
brutal purges of Stalin. 

The Communist Party was tbe 
Soviet Union. 

It created tbe country, seizing 
power in Russia in 1917 and 
absorbing other republics from, 
the old! tsarist empire. A ruthless 
“red terror” swept away oppo- 
nents and even allies. 

Over decades, it shaped the 
country’s government, industry, 
culture and thinking. Tbe security 
police, “sword and shield of the 
party,” answered only to its au- 
thority — - as did the army and, 
until Gorbachev’s perestroika, 
tbe media. 

There was no area of life not 
invaded and dominated by the 
powerful party cells. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s decrees on 
Saturday night banned tbe cells 
from the army and KGB and 
handed all party property over to 
state administration. The party 
leadership, be said, bad discre- 
dited itself by association with 
•last Monday's coup. 

“I do not consider it possible 
for we to continue to perform tbe 
functions of general secretary and 
I surrender those powers,” he 
declared. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who became 
general secretary of tbe Com- 
munist Party of die Soviet Union 
(CPSU) in 1985 with the mission, 
of reforming it. had abandoned 
hope. 

After the coop failed on • 


s near independence, 
tic recognition beckons 


By Nigd Stephenson 
Reuter 


VILNIUS, Soviet Uoion — The 
Baltic republics took further 
strides towards independence on 
Monday, putting customs officials 
on borders and issuing visas as 
foreign countries queued up to 
establish diplomatic links. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev also indicated be would 
not stand in tbe way of rapid 
secession. 

But the process he envisaged 
was unlikely to catch up with the 
accelerating pace of de facto 
separation being set by the Baltic - 
republics — Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia. 

Since the failure of a commun- 
ist-led coup in Moscow last week, 
all three have been pushing out 
the security forces and commun- 
ists who were the instruments of 
Soviet power. 

’’ We are free. It is a formal 
question only,” Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Vytautas Landsbergis told 
reporters on Sunday. * 

On Monday Lithuanian cus- 
toms officers joined Soviet offi- 
cials at the Polish border, tbe port 


at Klaipeda and the airport in tbe 
capital, Vilnius, a parliamentary 
spokesman said. 

But Soviet border guards re- 
fused to let Lithuanian guards 
join them anywhere except in 
Klaipeda, he added. 

Lithuania said the borders 
would be run jointly until 
appropriate agreements were 
signed with the Soviet govern- 
ment. 

It began to issue its own visas 
and said it expected to give all its 
citizens passports within six 
months. Lithuanians will not 
need exit visas to leave. 

A Latvian official in Stockholm 
said his republic had reached an 
agreement with local military 
commanders on visas, and with 
the Ministry of Defence in Mos- 
cow on border control. 

He said emergency visas could 
be ready later on Monday. 

France said it was sending en- 
voys to all tbe Baltic republics on 
Monday to make contacts ahead 
of formal diplomatic recognition. 

It has said it is ready to recog- 
nise the independence of the re- 
publics but wants to do so 
together until other European 


Community countries, due to dis- 
cuss the matter on Tuesday. 

Iceland became the first West- 
ern country to establish diploma- 
tic ties with the three republics. It 
recognised Estonia and Latvia 
last week and Lithuania last 
February. 

Denmark was set to become 
tbe first Western country to put 
an ambassador in a Baltic repub- 
lic. Zts representative. Otto 
Borch, was doe in the Latvian 
capital Riga on Monday. 

Mr. Gorbachev told the Soviet 
parliament negotiations with any 
republics who wanted to leave the 
union should begin as soon as a 
new union treaty was signed. 

He said republics who did not 
sign the treaty “should be given 
the right of independent choice.” 

His speech made no reference 
to any conditions or to the con- 
stitution, which he has cited in 
the past in rejecting the inde- 
pendence declarations of the Bal- 
tic republics. 

The constitution, not recog- 
nised by the three, prescribes a 
convoluted five-year pr o ces s for 
any of the 15 Soviet republics to 
secede. 


But Mr. Landsbergis has said 
that as far as he is concerned, the 
only step required for full state- 
hood is the annulment of the act 
by which the three republics were 
annexed in 1940. 

Lithuanian Radio reported Mr. 
Landsbergis had said he had 
reached agreement with Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s new chief of staff, Vladi- 
mir Lobov, that Lithuanian re- 
cruits serving in tbe Soviet army 
would be allowed to return home. 

Soviet troops have already 
withdrawn from occupied build- 
ings, omon “black beret” Interior 
Ministry forces have quit their 
Vilnius barracks and KGB secur- 
ity staff have left their headquar- 
ters. 

But there was no response 
from the army to Lithuanian de- 
mands that it hand over local 
communist leaders suspected of 
supporting last week's attempted 
right-wing coup and then taking 
refuge in army bases. 

fri Paris, a Lithuanian repre- 
sentative said his republic was 
preparing to reclaim gold depo- 
sited in the vaults of France’s 
.central bank before it was 
annexed is 1940. 



MMmfl Gorbachev 


-Wednesday, tbe party collapsed 
in a way no one could have 
believed possible. ■ 

Outlying republics rushed to 


ban tbe discredited organisation , 
die main Moscow headquarters 


die main Moscow headquarter* 
was sealed, party records im- 
pounded by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and its sacred jour- 
nal, tbe daily newspaper Pravda, 
■was banned. 

Less than two years ago. there 
were 19 million party members. 
A month ago, die figure was 
down to 15 million. More and 
more membership cards are being 
ditched all the time.”' 

The old self-acclaiming cries of 
“glory to the CPSU” that rang 
out at May day celebrations have 
turned to shoots of “shame to tbe 
party” and calls to “put the com- 
munists on trial.” 

Statues of Lenin, once in every 
Soviet city, began toppling in 
rebel republics two years ago. 
But tins week the Russian heart- 
land itself has witnessed scenes of 
statues being hoisted away by 
cranes. 

“The ... party has taken an 
historic path i unparalleled by any 
other political party in the 
world,” the first paragraph of the 
official history of the CPSU says. 
“This is the path of heroic strug- 
gle, victory of the working dass, 
socialism, communism.” 

The reality was always rather 
different. Proclaiming the in- 
terests of the working classes and 
ensuring a high proportion erf 
workers in its offidai bodies, the 
party built up a system of elabo- 


rate privileges for a ruling “par- 
tocracy. ’’ Limousines, villas, 
apartments and good food all fell 
to the loyal. 

Bom in 1903 in conspiracy, the 
Bolshevik party never fully threw 
off its mantle of secrecy, even in 
the perestroika era. Its leaders' 
treachery came as a bitter blow to 
Mr. Gorbachev. 

Party membership was essen- 
tial to advancement in all areas of ' 
life. A good writer who would not 
bow to the party's view of truth or 
history languished in obscurity, 
or risked all to publish abroad. 

The rule, transplanted to the 
ruling communist parties of East- 
ern Europe after World War II, 
was spelt out in an East German 
song sung with Gusto at official 
functions: 

“The party, tbe party, is always 
right.” 

The Soviet model was repli- 
cated throughout Eastern 
Europe. Sister-parties of the 
CPSU collapsed one after the 
other in 1989, but the mother- 
party, the party , of Lenin, was 
intact. 

Gradually, Russians became 
aware of the sheer scale of purges 
in fee party, especially during the 
1930s. Of tbe 139 members erf the 
policy-making central committee 
elected by the 1934 17th congress, 
known as the “congress of vic- 
tors," 98 — or 70 per cent — 
were shot by the end of the 
decade. 

The party killed its brightest, 
most dedicated leaders .from;, 
Leon Trotsky to Nikolai Bukhar- 
in. Foreign communists, marshal- 
led under the communist interna- 
tional at Moscow’s hotel Lux, 
also faced firing squads. 

Principles derived from Ger- 
man philosopher Karl Marx were 
seen as immutable. All, or ahnost 
all, property was in state hands. 
Private property was viewed with 
extreme suspicion. 

Resistance to moves toward a 
market economy and political 
pluralism had been dear long 
before the party formally yielded 
its constitutional monopoly on 
power a year ago. The old guard 
were ready to fight to the last 

Lazar Kaganovich, at 97 the 
last of Stalin’s allies, was spared 
die collapse of the. party he loved. 
He died in early July in Moscow. 

“Pcople say I live a. lonely 
We, he said in an interview just : 
before his death. “But a com- 
munist is never alone.” 


LETTERS 


American contribution 


Dear Editor, 


WITH ^REFERENCE to the article published in Jordan Times on 
Aug. 24 conceramg the establishment of a 
Madaba, I would like to add that the above-mentioned 
US. government granted to the Jordanian govermnern^O.OTO 

w„T*£ OVeT i lg *5 rest P rin 8 the archaeological area near the 
buddings where the school will be estebliSimd 

^Building of a new roof for the Church’ of Apostles in 

I would be very grateful if the Jordan Tunes can 
contribution of the U.S. government for foe 


Yours sincerely. 


Benesati, 

The ftafian Embassy, 
Amman. 


pfBfcnaWv addr e a s an m-n u. ; writert faff name md 
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Crumbling Soviet military poses questions for NATO 
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Demise of Soviet Communist 
Party completes East bloc landslide 


V.fy jtfotd Beattfe 

T ‘\ .- '"■ •Renter ; ^ 

VIENNA -^.Tbe demise of the 
Soviet CtHumunist Party com- 

- pietes a Jands&de that swept com* 

munists from power across East- 
ern^ Europe and looks set to 
isolate those - communist parties 
wtncfestfll wield political influ- 
ence. ' • - 

Public jubilation, anti-com- 
mtunst rallies and the tearing 
riqmmnf co mmu n i st statues aCtOSS 

the Soviet Umoa recalled similar 
scenes throughout Eastern 
Euitipe. since' 1989 when com- 
munist parties were forced to gfve 
up power or change their names 
and leaders- . ’ 

‘' Ahhou^etinnnanist parties or 
ihSf- successors still exist 
thfPSgboirf^ only 

in Bulgaria. -Albania and -.the 
Yugoslav republic of Serbia.-dfl 
di^-coatiBoeto be the domi n ant, 
pqfi&al fori*;; 7 ’ ' 

- ^^r^ding to Western politi- 
tmnsTmd analysts, ibe collapse of 
^ : Commaimt Party in the 
Smbt Unkxhiooks set to isolate 
tfcese: r emailing . /communist 
stocraghokfr stffl farther..: . 

* .. "^They wiil increase 7 their 
efforts .to run way from tbeir 
pastsand from themselves,” Au- 
strian Foreign.- Minister Alois 
Mtx* told Reuters. 

"They n® charge tbeir names 
aruJ tSurnp burdensome ideology 
in' Older to-pa^cip a te in mnlti- 
party desjKxnacy bat^iey will 
only be partially; successful. " 

. Through^ 

rale, cotmuamsipartjes through- 
oulfhe r^iouimplOTiented tbeir 
nUetlupu^fijccflsin every major 
qaterprise^m^^iusthutic^ - - 
... Majiy . c^fbese have still not 
^cen tfefot^jd^^vea in countries 
^corarnunist parties 
tbeaKefves:36ave lost afl mfhi- 
«• bwxC-_.v:^ -. ■ -- ■ ■ 

(' ■♦frhe drawback of tbe peaceful 

rotations/.; M: -that strong 


cadres of the lormer regimes sur- 
vived in the administrative 
bodies, armies and other social 
institutions,” Mr. Mock said. 

In Hungary, the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers Party was the 
first Communist Party in Eastern 
Europe to abandon its claim to a 
“leading role” and open the way 
to multiparty politics. 

But neither its initiation of 
democratic reform nor its change 
of name to socialist was enough 
to remove the stigma of its past. 
The party won only 33 out of 386 
seats in general elections in spring 
1990. losing to dissident-led 
opposition. 

In Czechoslovakia, the ruling 
Communist Party was forced to 
give up power in the 1989 “velvet 
revolution” which replaced it 
With a government of popular 
dissidents and technocrats in the 
Civic Forum alliance. 

However in general elections 
lasf year the communists polled a 
surprisingly high 13 per cent, and 
when die ruling Gvic Forum split 
into two wings in February, the 
communists were left as the 
largest single party in parliament, 
though with little real influence. 

In Poland, the Polish United 
Workers' (communist) Party offi- 
cially dissolved itself in January 
1990 but under a deal forged with 
Solidarity they kept a fixed quota 
of 65 per cent of 460 seats in the 
Sejm (lower house of parlia- 
ment). 

A faction of the communists' 
two million-strong membership 
regrouped in the leftist social 
democracy of the Polish republic, 
which abandoned orthodox 
Marxism. 

In Romania, the Communist 
Party was officially disbanded 
during the December 19S9 re- 
volution which toppled dictator 
Nkolae Ceausescu. But many 
leaders of die ruling National 
Salvation. Front are former com- 
munists and President Ion Hies- 


cu, once a senior official in 
Ceausescu's regime has never re- 
nounced communist ideology. 

In Bulgaria, once Moscow’s 
staunchest ally, the Communist 
Party ousted its leader Todor 
Zhivkov, renamed itself socialist 
and won a sweeping victory over 
inexperienced dissident-led 
opposition in the June elections. 
Its present leader, Mr. Zhivkov’s 
former ideology chief Alexander 
Lilov, claims bis party has more 
than half a million members. 

Although opinion polls indicate 
the socialists have lost popularity, 
diplomats say infighting in the 
main opposition alliance is likely 
to keep the socialists in power. 

In Albania, the Communist 
Party of Labour was forced to 
give up its monopoly on power 
after unprecedented public un- 
rest. But it won a sweeping vic- 
tory over fledgling opposition in 
the country’s first moftparty elec- 
tions in March after four decades 
of one-party rule. 

At a congress two months ago 
the party changed its name to 
socialist and purged a number of 
hardliners from its ranks. 

But the congress also showed 
signs of a split between suppor- 
ters of late Stalinist leader Enver 
Hoxha and liberals keen to bring 
market values to Europe’s 
poorest economy. 

In Yugoslavia, the breakaway 
republics of Slovenia and Croatia 
both elected non-communist gov- 
ernments in April. But Serbia, 
the dominant republic, remains 
sta un c h ly communist under the 
presidency of Slobodan Milosevic 
and wields dominant influence 
over the fvderal army. 

Western diplomats said the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Communist 
Party might farther isolate Serbia 
from the rest of Eastern Europe 
but was unlikely to dent the 
popularity of Mr. Milosovic. 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — NATO, which 
has faced a monolithic Soviet 
threat for more than 40 years, is 
scrambling to work out what will 
happen to Europe’s biggest milit- 
ary power now it is visibly falling 
apart. 

Soviet armed forces are set for 
a major restructuring, with more 
authority taken by the republics, 
(he probable loss of strategic 
assets and a complete purge of 
hardliners — reaping huge be- 
nefits for the West, officials and 
analysts say. 

The likely result is that Soviet 
forces will be virtually incapable* 
of launching a massed attack on 
another country and Western de- 
fence cuts planned at the end of. 
the cold war will continue apace. 
But it may not all be good news. 

“Even if the beast that we 
knew for so long disappears, who 
will have control of the nuclear 
weapons? Will they cut and 
reorganise their defences radical- 
ly and how much will that cost? 
Can they afford it?” asked one 
NATO official. 

“What is there’s fighting be- 
tween republics, or the hardliners 
in the armed forces don’t go 
along with it? What happens to 
arms control if there’s no central 
authority?” 


Despite the collapse of the 
Warsaw Pact, the 16-nation 
Western alliance has repeatedly 
said it would still be needed to 
counterbalance Soviet might and 
to insure against instability . 

That, according to NATO offi- 
cials, has been proved by the 
shattering events of the last week. 

“No one will seriously suggest 
that this means NATO should 
break up,” said one alliance di- 
plomat. “There are still benefits 
from coordinating the West’s de- 
fences and political attitudes — 
and wc can’t know what will 
happen next.” 

But that still leaves a lot of 
questions about Western security 
policy if the Soviet Union no 
longer exists. 

Paul Beaver of the authorita- 
tive Jane’s Defence Weekly be- 
lieves the conscript-based Soviet 
military will turn into a two-tier 
system, with smaller, more pro- 
fessional forces. 

The republics, led by the huge 
Russian Federation, will take 
charge of defence of their own 
territory — the first tier — while 
perhaps agreeing to pool some 
resources for defence of the un- 
ion as the second tier. 

The large Soviet nuclear arsen- 
al is likely to be based in Russia and 
remain under some form of cen- 
tral control. NATO officials say 


some nuclear weapons had 
already been withdrawn from 
the more restive republics last 
year. 

“It could end up resembling 
NATO in a way,” said Mr. Beav- 
er. “You have national defence 
systems in the republics and a 
pooling of resources for the big- 
ger picture. They will still have 
some common security in- 
terests.” 

But NATO officials cautioned 
this analogy may be too simple, 
since it was not dear how repub- 
lics would develop relations be- 
tween themselves or who would 
have control of union forces. 

“The restructuring of the 
Soviet forces will take years and 
cost a great deal of money, which 
they just don’t have.” said one 
NATO military official, who 
asked not to be identified. 

If republics like the Baltics and 
the Ukraine win full independ- 
ence, as now seems likely, the 
Soviet armed forces will lose 
strategically vital bases, ports and 
territory. 

The new defence minister 
Yevgeny Shaposhniltov, has 
promised 80 per cent of the milit- 
ary command would be replaced 
by younger men. This means 
more junior officers will have to 
tackle the immense problems of 
restructuring. 

“Purely on the level of military 


capability, at least in the short 
term, the Soviet forces will be in 
complete turmoil and unable- to 
present a threat to anyone out- 
side the country," said another 
NATO diplomat. “We should 
take full advantage.” 

British Prime Minister John 
Major indicated exactly that* at 
the weekend, when he said West- 
ern aid could come to the Soviet 
Union only if defence spending 
were cur drastically. 

“There will be a great deal 
more pressure from the West 
while there is this fantastic oppor- 
tunity," said Mr. Beaver. 

There is also the prospect that 
Soviet forces remaining in Mos- 
cow's former satellites could be 
withdrawn faster. 

NATO member Germany said 
on Monday it would like to see 
more than 250,000 Soviet troops 
remaining in eastern Germany 
withdrawn earlier than the agreed 
deadline of 1994. 

The alliance may also have to 
revise its new strategy, which still 
identifies the Soviet Union as the 
chief risk to Western security and 
had been based on hopes some 
central authority would remain as 
reforms progressed. 

“It may be better than we 
hoped, it may be worse,” said 
one official. “Once the dust set- 
tles a bit, we may have to write in 
some more contingency plans." 


Tradition- loving Britain edge 
nearer to electoral revolution 


By Anne Senior 
Reuter 

LONDON — For the first time in 
its history, Britain's “first-past- 
the-post” system of electing 
members of parliament is under 
threat from opponents who argue 
against the “mother of parlia- 
ments.” And thousands are cla- 
mouring for the overthrow of a 
centuries-old electoral system 
that gave Britain such political 
giants as Winston Churchill and 
Margaret Thatcher. 

They want proportional repre- 
sentation fPR) as used in many 
other European states instead of 
the present “winner-takes-all" 
system. 

PR would allocate seats 
according ro a party's overall 
votes in an election rather than' 
returning the candidate who pol- 
led the highest number of vores in 
a constituency to parliament and 
sending all the losers home. 

Spearheading the challenge are 
the minority Liberal Democrats, 
led by 50-year-old former marine 
commando Paddy Ashdown, who 
are hoping they can beat the odds 
and change the face of British 
politics . 


In broadly the same camp is 
Charter 8S. a vociferous pressure 
group which has marshalled a 
membership of more than 20,000 
people to campaign for urgent 
electoral reform and a written 
constitution to enshrine citizens' 
rights. 

It has been a very British rebel- 
lion so far. of mostly polite de- 
bate and lobbying in the media, 
but PR campaigners have fulfilled 
their first objective of making 
Britons look with doubt at their 
parliamentary heritage. 

The Economist magazine re- 
cently devoted two leader articles 
in succession to assailing the 
mother of parliaments, so-called 
because it was once a model for 
newly democratising countries. 

“The current first-past-the-post 
system is undemocratic. On that 
ground alone it needs to be re- 
placed,” it said. 

Winner-takes-all elections date 
back to mediaeval times when 
kings first summoned subjects to 
parliaments. 

Former Conservative Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
swears by them, saying they have 
served Britain well for centuries 


by providing strong, decisive gov- 
ernment. She argues rha: prop- 
ortional representation would 
lead to weak coalitions liable to 
collapse and unable to respond 
quickly to a crisis. 

First-past-the-post elections 
have formed the basis of two- 
party politics in Britain, favour- 
ing dominant parties at the ex- 
pense of smaller groups such as 
the Greens who may gain plenty 
of votes in a general election but 
rarely manage to win a seat. 

Charter 88 spokesman Paul 
Farthing said this was a danger- 
ous form of democracy which 
may even produce “elective dic- 
tatorships” by giving govern- 
ments a greater proportion of 
parliamentary seats than their 
share of the electorate. 

PR supporters cite the fact that 
Mrs. Thatcher's governments of 
the 1980s enjoyed a clear par- 
liamentary majority, which they 
used to push through controver- 
sial policies. 

With another election looming, 
.political analysts say Britain is 
closer than ever before to elector- 
al reform and give two scenarios 
for change. 


This is the short-term possi- 
bility. 

— The next election, due with- 
in the year, ends in a virtual tie 
between the Conservative Party 
led by Mrs. Thatcher's successor. 
Prime Minister John Major, and 
the left-wing Labour Party under 
leader Neil Kinnock. 

— The Liberal Democrats hold 
the balance of power in the "hung 
parliament” and demand prop- 
ortional representation as a con- 
dition for supporting the pany 
holding most seats. 

It may look a long shot, but 
Britain’s bookmakers are already 
taking bets on electoral reform 
and some have quoted odds of 
“evens” on there being a fonn of 
PR within 10 years. 

Recent opinion polls show the 
Conservative government and the 
Labour opposition are running a 
close contest, and indicate grow- 
ing support for dumping the first- 
past-the-post principle. 

The second scenario is longer- 
term. 

— The next election is another 
resounding defeat for Labour and 
gives the Conservatives a fourth 
consecutive term. 
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Labour’s Kinnock is replaced 
by someone sympathetic to elec- 
toral reform. Labour decides 
championing PR is the only way 
to win the votes needed to unseat 
the Conservatives next time 
around. LabouT wins that elec- 
tion and has to follow through on 
its manifesto pledge. 

Although analysts are divided 
about the likelihood of PR being 
introduced, they agree the 
change would be a revolution in 
British politics and would mean a 
shift to consensus government.- 
“It would change the political 
landscape, increase the strength 
of the fringe parries, and mean 
coalition government,” said Ivor 
Crewe, professor of government 
at Essex University. I 

He said it would be the most 
significant electoral change in 
Britain since mass surface was 
introduced around 150 years agcC 
As Europe integrates further; 
Britain will come under increas; 
ing pressure to fall into line with 
other countries which have forms 
of proportional representation*, 
said Alan Deattie. lecturer in 
political science at the London 
School of Economics. 
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PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARCNKG, DOOR-JO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND-, RESERVATIONS. 





Sr, . The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
. ; - In Jordan 

rsf Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
■ * 'AhUyyah Girls School 


-o 


4 Rent & Sate 

Many villas and apartm 
are available for rent 
sale - furnished or unfur 
nfshed. 

Also many lois of land arc 
available for safe. 


For further details, pf 



M. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 



EK / N C ' S* e i-rit u ant 


A\ elegant 

colorful afmospt 

moder.de puces 


ff exclusive gift shofr\ 

7 Italian shoes, Y 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequ e for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Cocne and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p:m. 

. 6:30- Midnight , 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
dM 30% torpor 

* From oniarpo- 
Moaat 20 x 30 cm 


for the . ffrsi/'lirn'e^n.'Jordari^I 


Shmasani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


: yv': 







The best steak in temm . 


in 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


Agems all o«ei the «wrid 

Tel: 664890 
Fax: 690852 
P.O.Box 926487 Amma- 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

iU2«|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


























Jehnsovi wins men’s 200 , Kralitee 

ends Ottey winning streak in lOO 


TOKYO (AP) — America’s 
miracle man, Michael Johnson, 
ran a miraculous race, and Ger- 
many's golden girl, Katrin Krab- 
be, won a gold medal at the 
World Athletics Championships 
Tuesday. 

Johnson, the world’s nn para- 
lleled long sprinter, took the 
men's 200-merre dash in a per- 
formance that was reminiscent of 
the great Jesse Owens. 

Although his winning time was 
20.01, breaking the championship 
record but far off the world re- 
cord of 19.72 held by Italy’s 
Pietro Mennea, Johnson was run- 
ning into a 3.4 metres per second 
headwind. 

Never has anyone run so fast 
with such a strong headwind, and 
Johnson's margin of victory — 
.33 of a second, or more than 
three metres, over runner-up 
Frank Fredericks of Namibia — 
was the widest in an Olympic or 
World Championship final since 
Owens won the gold at the Berlin 
Games. 

“If not for the wind, I would 
have broken the world record,*' 
Johnson said after bis 25th con- 
secutive victory over two years in 
the 200. “It would have been 
19.6. 

“When I was coming down the 
straightaway, I knew nobody was 
going to beat me and I was going 
to be the world champion. So, I 
started going for the world re- 
cord. 

“But when I finished and 
looked at the clock, I knew it was 
the wind (that prevented a record 
time). I knew there must have 
been a strong wind because I put 
more effort into it that." 

Last year, Johnson became the 
first sprinter to be ranked No. 1 
in the world in the 200 and the 
400 in the same season. He had a 
14-1 record in the 200, winning 


his last 14, and he was 6-0 in the 
400. 

This season, he is 11-0 in the 
200 and is undefeated in the 400. In 
both events, he ran the fastest, 
times in the world last year and 
owns the fastest times in the 
world this year. 

“I’m the best in the world," be 
said. “Nobody can beat me." 

Jamaica's Merlene Ottey must 
have thought the same thing com- 
ing into the women's 100 metres. 
She had won 56 straight finals 
since finishing third in the 1987 
World Championships. 

But the tall, blonde Krabbe, 
whose looks have been compared 
to those of the late Grace Kelly 
and has done some modeling, 
ended Otte/s four-year winning 
screak. 

Bursting out of the blocks with 
lightning quickness, Krabbe 
seized the lead immediately and 
*held on to win in 10.99. becoming 
the first German to win a world 
athletics gold medal while repre- 
senting her unified country. 

Ottey, the fourth-place finisher 
in 1983 and third in 1987, had to 
settle for another bronze medal, 
as Gwen Torrence of the United 
States overtook her just before 
the finish line. 

Krabbe, the 1990 European 
champion in the 100 and 200, let 
out a loud scream when she real- 
ised she was the winner. 

“I expected a good time, but 
not necessarily a gold medal," 
Krabbe, 21 , said. “I was concen- 
trating so much ... that I did not 
know X had won the gold medal 
until I saw the scoreboard. 

“It was a great change for me 
to finish ahead of Merlene.'* 

It was a great change for any- 
one to finish ahead of Ottey, who 
had dominated both the 100 and 
200 in recent years. In the 200, 
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Katrin Krabbe 

she has a 36-race winning string} 
dating back to May 1989. 

But sbe keeps coming up short 
in the big races. 

In World Championship 200s, 
she was second in 1983 and third 
in 1987. In Olympic 200s, she was 
third in 1980 and 1984 and fourth 
in 1988, and in Olympic 100s. she 
was third in '84 and scratched 
from the '88 semifinals. 

This time, a poor start and a 
poor finish proved her undoing. 

“I came here to win the gold 
and l got the bronze," the dis- 
appointed Ottey said. “I had a 
bad start, then I tightened up at 
the end and Gwen came by. 

“My start has never been good. 
Katrin got out there and I started 
to run her race instead of mine." 

Torrence was. timed in 11.03 
and Ottey in 11.06. 

Krabbe has had difficulty ad- 
justing to the reunification of her 
country. Formerly east Ger- 
many’s golden girl, she enjoyed 
and acknowledged the system 
that developed her. While she is 
pampered in much the same way 
now, anxieties have crept in. 

“In June, they said they would 


blow up the sports shop sbe owns 
in Neubrandenbnrg," Jos Her- 
mens, her agent, said. “X under- 
stand a few milti on people don’t 
have jobs and they are con- 
cerned. But she can’t be blamed 
for that." 

Hermens said Krabbe had tem- 
porarily given up heT modeling 
career. 

“Maybe in three or four years, 
she wiD be able to do it again," he 
said. “She doesn’t want to be a 
model now. Sbe wants to be a 
runner.” 

Krabbe was one of three Ger- 
man gold medalists Tuesday. 

The others were Lars Riedel 
in the men’s discus with a throw 
of 217 feet, 2 inches, and Sabine 
Braun in the Heptathlon with 
6.672 points. 

In the other final events, Billy 
Konchellah of Kenya won his 
second straight world title in the 
men's 800 metres in 1:43.99, 
Samuel Matete became Zambia’s 
first gold medalist in a major 
championship, taking the men’s 
400-metre intermediate hurdles 
in. 47.64, and France's Marie- 
Josee Perec, . the European 
Champion, won the women’s 400 
in 49.13, a national record. 

Germany’s Grit Brener set a 
world junior record in the 
women's 400 in finishing second 
in 49.42. 

In the men's hurdles, the U.S. 
team foiled to win a medal, the 
first time that has happened in 
either the World Championships 
or Olympics since 1968, execpt 
for 1980, when it boycotted the 
Moscow games. 

With four days remaining in 
the championships, the Soviet led 
in medals with 14, followed by 
die United States with 9 and 
Germany with 7. The Soviets and 
United States each had four 
golds, the Germans three. 


Revamped Juveotiis has sight fixed on title 


ROME (R) — Juventus, desper- 
ate for its first league title since 
1986, has grabbed centre stage in 
the build-up to Italy's new soccer 
season which kicks off Sunday. 

After a disastrous season in 
which the club finished seventh in 
the league and failed to qualify 
for European competition for the 
first time in 28 years, the Turin 
team has been stripped down and 
rebuilt for the coming campaign. 

Nothing less than the cham- 
pionship will satisfy new coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni and the man 
whose word is law at Juventus, 
Gianni Agnelli, boss of the Fiat 
car company. 


“We’ve started from the bot- 
tom and now we’ll see what hap- 
pens," Agnelli cautiously told re- 
porters last week. 

He and striker Roberto Baggio 
— the world’s most expensive 
player who cost Juventus $13 
million last year — have come to 
an agreement, be added. 

‘Tve told him Til sack him if 
we don’t win the championship 
this year, and he’s agreed,” 
smiled Agnelli. 

This could indeed turn out to 
be Juventus’ year. 

Of the other teams in Italy’s 
“big-four," champion Sampdoria 
will be the team everyone wants 


Norway confident of beatinj 
Soviets in European soccer 


OSLO (R) — Norway, boosted 
by an upset win over Italy in 
June, are confident they can re- 
peat the dose against the Soviet 
Union in a European Soccer 
Championship qualifying match 
Wednesday. 

“I can see no reason why this 
Norwegian team shouldn’t be 
able to beat the Soviet Union," 
said coach Egil Olsen. 

Olsen has become a national 
hero since his team beat Italy 2-1 
in Oslo in one of the country’s 
greatest soccer triumphs. 

Norway's chances could be im- 
proved as the Soviet players, - 
arriving from a country swept by 
political upheaval, may find it 
hard to concentrate on their 
game. 

But the Soviet Union lead 
group three with seven points 


from four games and have yet to 
concede a goal. Norway are level 
on points with the Soviets but 
have played a game more. 

The Soviet team cruised to a 
2-0 win over Norway in Moscow 
last September with goals from 
Andrei Kanchelskis and Oleg 
Kuznetsov. 

Norway's confidence has 
scarcely been dented by a 2-1 
home defeat to arch-rivals 
Sweden in a friendly this summer 
which put an end to their record 
run of eight games without de- 
feat. 

“We have a good balance in 
the team now,” Olsen said. 

The coach is expected to bols- 
ter his attack Wednesday by field- 
ing two strikers, against just one 
in the Italy match. 


to beat while AC Miiau and 
Intern azionaie may be held back 
by injuries. 

Two of Internazionale’s trio of 
Germans. Andreas Brehme and 
Lothar Matthaeus, have fitness 
problems and may not last the 
season out. 

Brehme has been troubled by a 
thigh musde injury while Matth- 
aeus has knee trouble. 

Doubts also persist about 
Milan's Dutchman Ruud Gullit 
who has had four knee operations 
in the past two years. 

Juventus itself is bubbling with 
confidence after the return of 
Trapattoni, who guided the dub 
to six league titles between 1976 
and 1986. 

Striker Salvatore Schiliaci, who 
failed to impress last season after 
his success as leading scorer in the 
1990 World Cup, attributes his 
return to form in pre-season 
games entirely to the former In- 
temazionale coach. 

“His arrival has been fun- 
damental in my improvement,” 
he said. “Last season was a total 
disaster but that’s all changed 
now." 

Juventus has strengthened its 
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'THINK IT WOULD 
BE GREAT IF 
ANIMALS COULD 
V TALK 7 „ 



QUEEN NOOR, ALI REACH DOUBLES FINAL: Her Majesty 
Omen Noor and HaniAl AD readied the find of the mixed doubles 
tMHuamesrt, organised by the Jordan Teams Federation, after 
their Tuesday’s win over Laith Azzotmi and Mayyada Aba Jaber 
H 6-3 in a match held at A) Hussein Youth City courts. Queen 
Noor and Ali wifi today play *r*™» Iw»ad Aim Hasnda and Mai 
Hanaaia in the find match which wffl start at S p jl. AbuHnmda 
and Hanania defeated AbdnBah Khaffl and Yassin Aba Jaber 44, 
6-3, 6-4 in the semifinals. Marwan Hanania and ghn>M Nafoa wffl 

I meet in the onder 13 singles finals today at 4 pjDDL In the semifinals, 

Hunan fa» heat Tfan-mt At QaW 2-flgwd Nafaa defeated Ahmad Al 

Hadid 2-0. 

Agassi becomes 1st day 
casualty at U.S. Open 


suspect defence by buying Bayern 
Munich players Juergen Kohler 
and Stefan Reuter and has 
brought back in an executive role 
Giampero Bomperti who was 
president of the dub in its glory 
years. 

Early results have been im- 
pressive. Juventus won eight out 
of nine friendlies in August, cul- 
minating in a thrilling 2-1 win 
over Milan last week. 

Overall, the league itself may 
lack a touch of its usual sparide this 
year, with Diego Maradona gone 
from Napoli and no obvious suc- 
cessor in sight to assume his twin 
roles of soccer genius and media 
favourite. 

Of the newcomers, the most 
expensive close season signing 
has been David Platt, the 25- 
year-old English international 
midfielder who moved to Bari 
from Aston Villa for $9.45 mil- 
tion last month. 

Platt quickly earned respect on 
the pitch with hat-tricks in two 
consecutive friendlies — though 
his more recent form has been 
less impressive — and he has 
cuddled up to the notoriously 
fickle Italian press with a string of 
gushing compliments. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Forget 
flamboyant and fancy, and, by 
the way, Andre Agassi as weii, in 
the U.S. Open. Stick instead with 
staid and sturdy, the Pete Sam- 
pras baric white look. 

Sampras and Agassi, contrast- 
ing finalists in the open a year 
ago , began this year’s tournament 
Monday and continued heading 
in different directions. 

Defending champion Sampras, 
a splash of colour across the right 
breast of his otherwise tradition- 
al white outfit defeated Christo 
Van Rensburg 64), 6-3, 6-2. 

Agassi, resplendent in trendy 
black and white with red piping 
and his customary hair band, lost 
7-5, 7-6 (7-3). 6-2 to Aaron Krick- 
stein. The sweep stretched Agas- 
si’s open losing streak to six 
straight sets, three in a row for 
the title against Sampras and 
three more against Krickstein . 

Sampras admitted that he came 
in a little nervous, burdened by 
the defending champion designa- 
tion. 

“Once I got in control, I felt 
fine," he said. 

Sampras soared from the No. 
12 seed to the championship last 
year, sneaking up on many of his 
opponents to become, at age 19, 
the youngest champion in the 
history of the tournament. 

There is no sneaking up on 
anybody now. 

“It’s a bit different from last 
year," he said. “Now there's a 
little more pressure. I was a tittle 


HARDLY ! I HAVE > 
NO DESIRE TO 
LISTEN TO SOME 
BORING TALK 
FROM THAT 5TUP1D 
DOG OF YOURS! 


f WHAT IF I 
JUST SAID, "HAVE 
Y A NICE DAY"?. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WATCH THOSE ENTRIES 

Both vulnerable. South deals. ihe third. An t 

NORTH South seat wou 

* A 5 3 or this hand— i 

7 7 4 2 tion. Declarer i 

■ A Q J 9 3 queen of spades 

4Q 5 ers follow, dr 

EST EAST trump and clai 

J 10 9 7 ♦ 6 If either deft 

K Q 10 6 A 8 5 3 darer abandon 

6 4 ! 8 7 2 to run diamond 

J74 4K9862 the long trumps 


WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 7 *6 

• K Q 10 6 : A 8 5 3 

: 6 4 '872 

+J74 4K9862 

SOUTH 
$ K Q 8 4 2 
* J 9 
K 10 5 
$ A 10 3 
-The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 2 Pass 

3 Pass 3 4 Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 7 
Expert declarers study a hand 

carefully and try to arrange the play 
to guard against unforeseen circum- 
stances. Less skilled players are of- 
ten unaware of the stormclouds 
looming on the horizon. This hand 
illustrates our point, 
i With a sound opening bid and two 
■honors in responder's suit. South 
had no qualms about raising to 
three diamonds — modem theory 
does not require extra values for 
that action. North showed spade 
support and the major-suit game 
was reached in quick time. 

The defenders started with three 
rounds of hearts, declarer raffing 


the third. An expert sitting in the 
South seat would make short shrift 
of this hand— it's a textbook situa- 
tion. Declarer cashes the king and 
queen of spades and, if both defend- 
ers follow, draws the remaining 
trump and claims 11 tricks. 

If either defender shows out. de- 
clarer abandons tramps and starts 
to run diamonds. The defender with 
the long trumps can ruff whenever it 
pleases, but declarer wins any re- 
turn. draws the remaining trump, 
ending in dummy, and takes 10 
tricks — four diamonds, five trumps 
and the ace or clubs. 

An ingenuous South might over- 
look the danger posed. by a 4-1 
trump break and tackle the hand too 
casually. After raffing the third 
heart, suppose declarer draws two 
rounds of trumps by cashing the 
king and ace. When trumps don't 
break well, there’s no way to recov- 
er. If declarer cashes the queen of 
spades and then goes after dia- 
monds, West ruffs the third dia- 
mond and leads another heart. The 
best declarer can do is conceded the 
trump immediately, but the defend- 
ers will then cash a third heart for 
down one. 

Abandoning trumps to strat run- 
ning diamonds is no better. West 
rafts the third round and exits with 
a tramp. Declarer now has to lead 
clubs from hand, and the result is' 
down two! 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 28, 1»1 . J 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CamUl Fighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: G« £ 


all your behind the scene and 
personal chores handled in such a 
ma nn er that yon can keep them in 
back of yon so that you can use 
your valuable time for more vital 
anri important matters. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
as many new ideas as posable 
under vikfa you can operate and 
gain the good will of newcomers or 
ifcose who and act in a very 
different manner from yourself. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some chance now to get 
a whole new improved set of dr- 
cunistances in effect between you 
and those yon regard as true part- 
ners. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now yon have the chance wori% 
bard and long hours to start that' 
new ve ntu r e or continue a regular 
one that can bring you more suc- 
cess than before. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have it in your power 
to have one of your happiest of 
days so get rid of pressing tasks 
early anH the n get off to fun 
fCGflC&tKffl- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Dis- 
cuss with those you’re associated 
side-by-side with and fin out what 
they wifi (to to bring you and them 
better results by your coordinate 
efforts. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your home is the center of 


yom in activities now if you are b 
tone with planetary vibrations so 
fwnfa* a point to show you are the 
one who does value your family, 
i run A : (September 23 to October 
22) You naturally analyse and 
weigh everything before you say or 
do it but now you are able to gain 
the good wtO of allies by a direct 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Be more open and above 
board with that financial person 
who is able to help you have more 
of this world's goods and you get 
for more cooperation from him. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November. 22 to 
December 21) This is your time to 
actually make sure you get 
together with aU persons you like 
and to join forces with- them in 
gaining their ambition. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have the need 
now to retire within .yourself and 
think what you can dp to gain those 
cherished anns that mean much to. 
you but keep a distance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 22 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever friends you Eke 
the most are available and in a 
good mood to let you know what 
they will do to back op your rims 
and show you a good time. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
30) You need to have the support 
of one in high office if you are to 
have that civic outlet, credit m- 
provement that means so very 
much to you. 


Stone for January: Garnet. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


Amman- R>o De Janeox 
Amman- Aiwa Hrttf- or* croc 


tight and nervous at the begin- 
ning." 

Sampras said the depth of the 
men's draw scares him a tittle. 
Tm capable of winning," he 
said. “I know that. There are six, 
seven, eight players capable of 
winning this tournament.” 

Agassi, however, wasn’t one of 
them after Krickstein got through 
with him. 

“Actually, I came in pretty 
confident about the way I was 
playing,’’ Agassi said. “I think be 
had a lot more to do with what 
happened than I did. He played 
unbelievable. I didn't think be 
wonld go out there firing those 
kind of shots so early."' 

Krickstein seized the opportun- 
ity. “E have always fidt I was a 
big- point and big-match player,!* 
he said. “I feel if I played my 
best, I could beat a lot of the top 

guys-” 

Krickstein ‘s upset was con- 
structed on 61 unforced errors 
and continued Agassi's Grand 
.Slam frustrations. Beaten in the 
finals of the French Open the last 
two years as well as the U.S. 
Open last year, be didn't make it 
out of the first round this time. 

John McEnroe almost was a 
secondary casualty of Agassi’s 
loss. Anticipating a long match 
between Krickstein and Agassi, 
McEnroe decided to get some- 
thing to eat. The next thing he 
knew, Agassi was out and Mac 
was on centre court against Glenn 
Layendecker, trading 3-0. 
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"Mother, Stanley says he'll go and pick you up as^— 
soon as he finishes .cutting the grass.” - - - 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|s- by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


MACHP 


CURCO 


SAQUEY 


NILMAR 




H« tried to 
sneak ahead 
ot her 


WHAT A "HUMAN 
WORM" I7ESEKVES 
TO PO. 

k J 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


Yesterday's 


ixxmn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GAWKY SLANT KILLER MADMAN 
Answer He bought a pocket-sized tape recorder 
because he Bked this— SMALL TALK 



THE Daily Crossword w*™™,*** 



ACROSS 
1 Workshops tor 
chemists 
5 Venetian 
. magistrates 


3 Panache 

14 Ms Winfrey 

15 Arachnid 

16 Proficient 

17 Rickety vehicle 

18 Out of control 

19 Goats 
21 IN city 

23 MoUusk 

24 Make-believe 
26 Tool for making 

hobs 

28 One In a m Biion? 
■30 Familiar nom 
de pfume 
31 Lack of couth 
34 Move 

38 Goddess of 
youth 

39 Follow 

41 At leisure 

42 Come next 
44GIS 

46 — Off 
(completes) 

48 Seri. subj. 

49 Gain 

50 Does a printer's 
Job 

54 Vote out 

56 McGuffey*s 
book 

57 Cosmetics of a 
sort 

61 James — - Jones 

62 Puppeteer 
Lewis 

54 Sports gp. 

65 Forces 

66 Type of 
architecture 

67 Pack light 

68 Btochem at's 
concern 

68 Joint 
70 Sheltered 

DOWN 

1 Petal 

2 Ok) love song 

3 Teams 


HI 



•SWSi 


4 Fishing leader 

5 Deed or writ 

6 "Grand Ole — " 

7 Clutch 

6 Consume 
9 Heb. coin 

10 "BlloJd Blues” 
author 

11 Particles 

12 Black tea 
15 Impress 
20 Pledge 

22 Lift inventor 

25 Spring back " 

26 Soreness 

27 Great 
architect 

29 Least abundant 

32 Confoundedly to 
John Bull - 

33 — Otago 

35 Selfsame 

36 Bolt - 

37 Try . ' - 

40 Confection 

43 Palliate 
45 Gazpacho 


( asssi 

■aaBil 




s Puzzle Solved: 


nSnR none 

Tiniiraia nnnfi 

HiTinnnonn 
n®nn fl nn a ^° rtE3iR0 
IT ring 

nnnnrin nncinn nnn 
____ nnrc nrrnii? 

E?r3rP HITnf? 


47V Where Darius 
nteb. 

50 Walk on 

51 Hanker 
62Cto¥eSnid' 
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136.90 

1 137.05 

■ 1.1750 

1.1736 " | 


3 M1HS 6 (VfTHS 


5.61 



U-S- Oo«*n UmiMO or cqa*ak3H. 


27/6/1991 


Metal 

USD** 

JD/Gm 

Silver 

3.95 

.095 



Hafem lira? 


.0529 

.0532 

.01912. 

.01922 






25/6/1991 Close 

26/8/1991 Close 

. ‘ 107.16 

106.9 5 

100.19 

100.00 

mmmm 

118.25 

gjigDH 

113.95 

126.27 


ssasszm zss 


lX)tfDQ$. (R) — FbDqwing are the buying and selling rates for 

leading wotidcarriakies and gold against die dollar at nudsesskm 

ttttbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

Qne StoJteg . L677(V80 

U.S. dollar 

One-tLST dollar ■:* 1.1430/35 

Canadian dollar 

••• 17505/15 

Deutschemarks 

- • 1:9705/15 

Dutch guilders 

1.5255/65 

Swiss francs 

' 35.97/36.02 

Belgian francs 

5.9300/50 

French francs 

1307/1308 

Italian lire 

: : 137 : 20/30 

Japanese yen 

- 63480/3530 ' 

Swedish crowns 

6^370/8420 

Norwegian crowns 

6l754OT0 

Danish crowns 

^54.10/60 - 

U.S. dollars 



‘ 



Shorn 330. &4 5. &30, 1030 
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Bush provides immediate 
$315 agricultural credit 
guarantees to Soviets 


KENNEBUNKPORT. Maine 
(R) — President George Bush 
advanced the timetable Monday 
for providing credit guarantees to 
the Soviet Union to buy livestock 
feed and grains faster. 

At a news conference, Mr/ 
Bush said he was making S3 15 
million in agricultural credit 
guarantees available immediately 
to help the Soviet Union replen- 
ish food supplies. 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Muhoney, who was visiting Mr. 
Bush and also appeared at the 
news conference, said the United 
States and Canada support food 
aid to the Soviet Union to help it 
through the dismantling of its 
communist government. 

“The president and I agreed 
today to support very actively 
initiatives for food aid to ensure 
that basic needs are met in the 
Soviet Union throughout what is 
dearly a difficult and challenging 
period,” Mr. Muir on ey said. 

Moscow, which has used $1.6 
billion worth of U.S. 
government-backed credit 
guarantees so far this year to buy 
food, had asked more credit be 
made available quickly, U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary Edward 
Madigan said in a statement. 

Originally, Moscow was not 
slated to receive more credit 
guarantees, under which the U.S. 
government backs 98 per cent of 
private bank loans to the Soviet 


Union, until October. 

The Agriculture Department 
said Moscow will use $150 million 
of the credits to buy feedgrains, 
$90 million to buy soybean meal. 
$45 million to buy wheat or flour 
and $30 million to cover shipping 
costs. 

The department said it was not 
increasing the amount of credits 
Moscow will receive, just making 
some available sooner than origi- 
nally planned. 

The Soviet Union is to receive 
another $585 million in credits 
after Oct. 1, the start of the next 
fiscal year, the department said. 

U.S. farm groups had lobbied 
the White House to advance or 
increase the credits in hopes of 
selling more grain quickly and 
boosting grain prices. 

Soviet and U.S. officials bad 
been meeting over the Iasi couple 
of weeks to discuss changing the 
timetable for the credits, 
although last week’s attempt to' 
oust Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev interrupted the meet- 
ings. 

Moscow had difficulty earlier 
this summer obtaining bank loans 
under the credits, even though 
the United States covers most of 
the risk. 

Some analysts said Moscow 
should have an easier time as the- 
failed coup improves the chances 
for Soviet market reform. 


Gorbachev seeks 
removal of all obstacles 
to market economy 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Monday 
that the Soviet Union should 
move quickly to a market eco- 
nomy following last week's failed 
hardline coup. 

Speaking to the Soviet parlia- 
ment, he also said that the centre 
of economic decision-making 
should be moved from Moscow to 
the republics after 70 years of 
strict Kremlin control of re- 
sources, production and trade. 

And be said the West was 
ready to help the Soviet Union 
out of its economic morass with 
increased aid. 

“First of all, measures must 
include elimination of all obsta- 
cles to a market economy pre- 
sented by tbe old structures and 
people,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

“We must grant complete free- 
dom of enterprise, eliminate 
monopolism, accelerate tbe crea- 
tion of necessary market institu- 
tions,” he pointed out. 

The radical government of tbe 
Russian Republic meanwhile 
strengthened its grip on Soviet 
policy when seven Russian offi- 
cials were named to take over tbe 
Soviet central bank and economic 
ministries until a new central 
government is formed. 

Russian Prune Minister Ivan 
Silayev, appointed by Mr. Gor- 
bachev to chair a committee over- 
seeing economic affairs pending 
tbe creation of a new gov- 
ernmnet, announced tbe move. 

Andrei Zverev was named as 
chairman of the Soviet central 
bank, replacing Viktor Gerash- 
chenko. Valery Telegio was 
named bead of the foreign trade 
bank, which services the coun- 
try’s foreign debt. 

Mr. SQayev’s committee in- 
dudes radical economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky, co-author of a plan, 
die “grand bargain,” for intro- 
ducing a market system with sub- 
stantial help from Western credits 
and investment. 

Mr. Yavlinsky told tire news- 
paper Xzvestia that tbe committee 
did not intend to duplicate tbe 
responsibility of local govern- 
ments or try to control tbe eco- 
nomy from die centre. 


Cinema 


He said the committee would 
try to coordinate efforts of repub- 
lics aimed at pulling the country 
out of economic crisis. 

In his speech to parliament, 
Mr. Gorbachev said genuine land 
reform was necessary, along with 
measures to combat the budget 
deficit, make the rouble converti- 
ble and control the expanding 
money supply. 

The country was "in new cir- 
cumstances” after the failed 
coup. Mr. Gorbachev said, and 
could tackle anew tbe economic 
problems which had festered for 
so long. 

But it faced problems prepar- 
ing for this autumn and winter 
and would have to work to 
guarantee supplies of food and 
energy. 

“At this difficult hour I appeal 
to formers and to all those who 
work in the oil, gas, coaj and 
energy complex, to stay on the 
job until we have succeeded in 
solring these main issues,” Mr. 
Gorbachev said. 

Tbe disastrous state of the 
Soviet economy was one of the 
problems the coup plotters died 
as reasons for overthrowing Mr. 
Gorbachev a week ago. He was 
restored to power after three 
days. 

industrial production has 
plummeted, the budget deficit 
has soared and the money supply 
has exploded as increasing poli- 
tical chaos has strained the old 
centrally-planned economy to the 
point of collapse. 

During the past 18 months tbe 
leadership has debated a multi- 
tude of economic reforms but has 
been unwilling to take the phinge 
and embrace capitalism after 
seven decades of communism. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speech indi- 
cated be was more ready to push 
ahead with radical reforms than 
he had been before the hardliners 
who had opposed them were dis- 
credited during the coup. 

But his own powers have been 
greatly weakened by the coup 
and the subsequent increase in 
tbe authority of Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, who led resist- 
ance to the takeover. 


Tel: 634144 
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Tel: 625155 



Kuwait’s 

Ahmadi 

refinery 

resumes 

operations 

KUWAIT (R) — Ahmadi refin- 
ery, the biggest in Kuwait, re- 
sumed operations Tuesday for 
the first time since Iraq’s invasion 
forced its closure more than a 
year ago, officials told Reuters. 

“It is a great day,” said Adel 
Sharhan, loss prevention mana- 
ger at tbe refinery. 

‘T feel a great sense of joy to 
see the refinery coming back alive 
again.” he said. 

The initial output of 110,000 
barrels per day (b/d) enables tbe 
emirate to halt imports of almost 
all refined products, including 
petrol and feel for power and 
desalination plants. 

The reopening marks a miles- 
tone in Kuwait’s recovery from 
Iraq’s invasion last August when 
the refinery had a capacity of 

370.000 h/d. 

Output from Ahmadi is being 
processed by the crude distillation 
unit number 4, the first of the 
three units to become folly oper- 
ational. 

The other two units were put 
out of action during the Gulf war 
and are scheduled to go on 
stream in June 1992. 

The refinery was badly dam- 
aged in fighting between the 
U.S.-led allies and the Iraqis. 

Technicians have been working 
since March to repair war damage 
and dear mines and unexploded 
bombs. 

Kuwait, a major exporter of 
refined products before the Iraqi 
invasion, will resume exports in 
December when tbe Mina A1 
Abdullah refinery goes back on 
stream with a daily capacity of 

100.000 barrels. 

Output from Mina Ai Abdul- 
lah is expected to rise to 156,000 
in January. 


Saudi Arabia boosts oil 
output to increase stocks 


MANAMA. Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabia, tbe world’s biggest 
exporter, has boosted crude out- 
put to build up stocks because it 
exp e cts higher winter demand 
and lower Soviet production. 
Gulf industry sources say. 

Estimates for wellhead produc- 
tion during most of August varied 
between an average 8.35 to 8.6 
million barrels per day (b/d), well 
above Riyadh's third quarter 
OPEC sales quota of 8.034 mil- 
lion b/d. 

But industry sources in tbe 
kingdom said most of tbe excess 
was being put into domestic or 
overseas storage to replenish re- 
serves, which fell sharply during 
tbe first half of 1991. 

Tbe failed coup in the Soviet 
Union, the world’s biggest pro- 
ducer, increased Saudi concern 
that it would be unable to re- 
spond to any shortage of ofl on 
world markets, they said. 

"They are pulling out all stops 
— there is concern that there 
might be a shortfall in tbe winter 
and they are trying to stock up by 
replenishing reserves which ran 
down during tbe (Gulf) war,” one 
industry executive said. 


“They were very concerned by 
the Soviet coup because they 
were not in a position to inter- 
vene to maintain market har- 
mony,” he added. 

Saudi Arabia sells from its 
overseas stocks when prices jump 
to stabilise markets and maintain 
long term demand for its oil. 

Last week crude prices surged 
to tbe highest levels seen since 
the Gulf war on fears the coup in 
Moscow would threaten already 
dedining Soviet supply. 

The International Energy 
Agency, the West’s energy 
watchdog, says Soviet output in 
first-half 1991 fell 10 pet cent to 
10.75 milli on b/d from a year ago, 
while second quarter exports of 
2.8 million b/d were down al m o s t 
20 per cent from 1990. 

Oil industry sources in the Gulf 
said Saudi Arabia's overseas re- 
serves were drawn down to be- 
tween 20 and 25 million barrels — 
their minimum operational level 
— during the first half of 1991. 
Riyadh was keen to boost them 
back to around 50 million barrels 
by the end of the year, they said. 

“The Saudis are scrambling to 
increase stocks — they expect de- 


mand to tighten during tbe fourth 
quarter and they want to have as 
much availability as they can,” 
said one. 

Between 200.000 and 500,000 
b/d were going into stocks, the 
sources said. Output estimates of 
8.35-8.6 million b/d included 
around 100,000 h/d from the 
Neurta] Zone shared with 
Kuwait. 

Several sources said that after 
tbe Soviet coup attempt, Riyadh 
briefly boosted output to nine 
million b/d. its marimnm surge 
capacity, for the first time since 
last February. 

The figure could not be con- 
firmed but Saudi oil officials are 
keen to acknowledge that state 
oil firm Saudi Aramco is able to 
produce this amount. They say 
plans to Increase capacity to a 
sustainable 10 million b/d by the 
end of 1994 are going ahead. 

Saudi Arabia would push for 
an increase in its own crude sales 
quota as well as the overall 
OPEC (Organisation Petroleum 
Producing Countries) output ceil- 
ing during the group's next meet- 
ing in Geneva on Sept. 24, the' oil 
sources said. 


Mexican government sells crown 
jewel of bank privatisation programme 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The con- 
trolling interest in the largest 
Mexican state-owned bank has 
been sold to Mexico’s leading 
brokerage firm for $3.19 billion, 
the finance ministry said Mon- 
day. 

It said that the sale of the 
controlling interest of Banco 
Nad on a! de Mexico (Banamex) 
to the Acciones Y Vaiores 
(Accivai) firm was one of foe 
biggest bank sell-offs ever. 

The price represented 2.62 
times the bank's net worth, the 
ministry said. 

Banamex is the seventh bank to 
be auctioned off under the priva- 


A furnished villa in a scenic location. 

For information please call: 821567 after 
1:00 p.m. 



Furnished Villa For Rent 

Urn Utheina area, 2 stories, 3 bedrooms. 3 baths. Fully equipped 
kitchen. Maid room & bath, garage, small garden, central 
heating... etc. INTERESTED!! 

Call: 621807 (9:00-12:30) (3:30-6:00) JD 10,000 yearly 



MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location: Fourth Circle, behind Zahran Palace. Three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, large living room, salon and 
dining room and a fully equipped kitchen. Third floor, and 
elevator. 

Tel.: 652237 from 9 to 1 and 4 to 7. 


FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
Abdoun District 

An apartment of two bedrooms, salon and dining room, big 
glassed veranda, two bathrooms, big kitchen with electrical 
utilities, separate central heating, car park and private tele- 
phone. 

For Information please call Mr. Amjad. Tel. 814536, 694511 



ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 
EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASS BOTTOM 
BOAT TOPS, 

SNORKELLING UNLIMITED DIVING. 
INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED diving courses 
ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE — AVAILABLE IN EASY 
INSTALLMENTS 

ENJOY NOW PAY LATER 

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT TEL : 03 314131 

. FAX: 05 314133 



Diplomatic Mission Families 

Unfurnished apartments, in foe following areas: 4th-8fo Circles, 
Abdoun, Sweifieh, Um-Utheineh, Al-Rabieh, Um-Summaq, and / 
or Jandaweel. 

The apartments required should have deluxe finishing; 5 years 
old or less: and consisting of foe following: 1-2 bedrooms 
including a master bedroom, sitting/dirang room, modem kitch- 
en, one & Vfe baths, and other amenities. 

The net square metres for foe apartments required should not 
exceed 92 (Net Sq.m, includes only usable living space: 
sitting/dining room, bedrooms, kitchen, bathrooms, etc...) 
Owners only, please send to foe following address, price and 
other details, and floor plans. Please include owner's name, 
address and telephone ntxnber. 

Housing Office 
P.O.B0X 354 
Amman - Jordan 


nsation programme announced 
last year by President Carlos! 
Salinas de Gortari. 

Banamex is the crown jewel of 
tbe privatisation programme and 
a driving force behind Mexico's 
booming stock market It has 
more than 720 brandies and more 
than $25 billion in assets. 

Its capital, while modest by 
international standards, repre- 
sents nearly 30 per cent of the 
Mexican banking industry’s total 
$92 billion in assets. 

According to the finance minis- 
try. Banamex’s assets also repre- 
sent 8.4 per cent of Mexico's 
expected gross domestic product 
this year. 


Accivai has been Mexico’s 
strongest brokerage house for the 
last decade and manages around 
35 per cent of total foreign invest- 
ment in the Mexican stock mar- 
ket. 

Analysts said its merger with 
Banamex. which dominates fore- 
ign trade financing, would give it 
easy leadership of the financial 
sector. 

Accivai, backed by TOC indi- 
vidual entrepreneurs, competed 
with a consortium of Mexico's 
oldest and most prestigious com- 
panies headed by Grupo Desc, a 
petrochemical and car parts 
giant, in the bidding for 
Banamex. 


FOR RENT AT AL RASHID DISTRICT 

Modem deluxe furnished and independent villa consisting of 3 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, modem kitchen, lounge, salon, dining 
room, garage, garden. 

Call Abu Basel telj 693356 - 665396 


FOR RENT 

Two adjacent villas, located in Tlaa’ Al Ali, near Al 
Shumou’ (candles) School. Each villa consists of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, dining room, living 
room, with a total area of 200 square metres each. 
One of the villas is furnished. 

Please call tel.: 686935 Amman 
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EBC provides you with a first class office facility 
and professional staff, with your choice of 
ootions: 

☆ From single offices to full suites 

* Flexible lease terms 

# Full or part-time plans 

☆ A complete range of services 

Tel.: 693997/8 Fax.: 694187 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Semi-detached, split-level villa, splendidly furnished in the 

outskirts of Amman (5 minutes' drive from foe University of 

Jordan) in an area where all facilities are available, composed of: 

t. Two bedrooms 

2. Sitting room 

•3. T.V. recess 

4. Dining room 

5.2 bathrooms 

6. A store. 

Surrounded by a nice garden with fruit-trees, having central 
heating plus a solar system heating, telephone, all electrical 
appliances, stereo recorder, compact discs, valuable paintings, 
oriental souvenirs, rugs etc... 

Preferable a small family with no children. 

Please contact the owner on telephone: 
847170 after 4 pjn. Mrs. Zulelkha. 


Date (fee tannage of Her Majesty Qhh Moor Al 

The National Music Conservatory / Moot Al Hussein Foundation 
in co-operation with the American Cultural Centre] 
presents 

Violin Due Sarch and Pianist Huda Shaban, 

The National Music Conservatory String Orchestra, 
and The Symphony Orchestra of the Jordan Armed Forces 

in 

VIOLIN AND ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

Thursday August 29, 1991 at 8:00 pan. 

Al HacsaH Bin Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 

Tickets In JD 4 each are available at: 

* The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

☆ Bablche.tel. 661322 

* American Cultural Centre, tel. 644371 

☆ The National Music Conservatory, tel. 667620 
or 087621 

Tickets for students are for JD 2 each. 
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Croatia moves towards full 


mobilisation after intense fighting 


BELGRADE , Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Croatia's government urged 
all-out mobilisation Tuesday to 
meet what it said was growing 
Serbian and army aggression on 
ibe secessionist republic, Zagreb 
'slevision said. 

Hina, the Croatian News 
Agency, said the government 
would pass unspecified measures 
for the defence of Croatia at a 
session likely to be held later 
Tuesday. Croatian President 
Fmajo Tudjman told Britain's 
Sky TV News: "In future days we 
(will) have war.” 

At a three-hour session that 
lasted past midnight, the govern- 
ment also urged a ban on army- 
movements in Croatia. 

It said in a statement that a 
Western embargo on arms im- 
ports should be lifted and that 
"loyal Serbs" living in Croatia 
should be asked to defend the 
republic. 

On Monday, army tanks and 
planes blasted Croatian units in 
some of the heaviest fightin g in 
the republic. 

Belgrade television said fight- 
ing continued Tuesday at several 
locations in Xrajina, near the 
Adriatic coast. Croatian Radio 
reported renewed clashes across a 
swath spreading from the Dalma- 
tian hinterland to Slavonia, a 


region in eastern Croatia border- 
ing Serbia. 

The army was involved in 
several dashes, Croatian Radio 
said. The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

The Yugoslav news agency, 
Tanjug, reported that Monday’s 
fighting, in eastern Croatia and 
near the Adriatic coast, killed 12 
people. The Croatian Ministry of 
Information said 80 people were 
wounded. 

Army units backed by tanks 
and planes and Serb mili tiame n 
Monday captured the village of 
Kijevo, a Croatian stronghold in 
the self-proclaimed Serbian 
autonomous region of Krajma. 

The final decision on mobilisa- 
tion rests with Mr. Tudjman. But 
sources in Croatia reported that a 
call-up of reservists had already 
begun there. 

Croatian leaders threatened 
earlier in the month to order 
general mobilisation unless the 
federal army withdraws to its 
barracks by Saturday. There have 
been no signals that the army 
plans to comply with the demand. 

Croatia and Slovenia declared 
their independence on June 25. 
Croatian Deputy Premier Mato 
Granic said 256 people had been 
killed and 820 injured since then, 
in dashes pitting Croatian secur- 


ity forces against the army and 
against Serb guerrillas opposed to 
Croatia’s secession. 

The collective state presidency, 
the nominal commander of the 
armed forces is split along Serb- 
Croat lines and has been unable 
to control the Yugoslav crisis. 

The eight member presidency 
ordered a ceasefire on Aug. 7, 
but the truce foiled to hold. A 
presidency meeting, called for 
Tuesday by its chairman, 
Croatia's Stipe Mesh:, was inde- 
finitely postponed, Tanjug re- 
ported. 

Croatia's 600,000 Serbs — ab- 
out 12 per cent of the republic’s 
population — say they intend to 
keep territory under their control 
as part of Yugoslavia if Croatia 
leaves the federation. 

Croatia accuses Serbia, the 
largest republic, of instigating the 
fighting in a drive to expand its 
borders, and of using the federal 
army, whose officers' corps is 
mostly Serb,, for its aims. 

Foreign governments in- 
creasingly accept Croatian daims 
of army bias. 

Germany Tuesday demanded 
that Yugoslavia’s and Serbia's 
armed forces cease their actions 
against the Republic of Croatia. 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietricfa 
Genscher made the demand dur- 


ing a meeting in Bonn with Vladi- 
mir Jovanovic, foreign minister of 
Serbia. 

At a meeting of European 
Community foreign ministers in 
Belgium Tuesday, Germany ami 
Italy were expected to urge the 10 
other EC members to recognise 
Croatian and Slovenian inde- 
pendence if the fighting con- 
tinued. 

Austria said Monday it was 
ready to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with tire two republics if 
other European countries were 
willing to do so. 

Serbia daims that Croatian au- 
thorities are persecuting the Ser- 
bian minority, a charge denied by 
the republic’s government. 

Hatreds have been fed by Ser- 
bian nationalist memories of the 
slaughter of hundreds of 
thousands of Serbs under 
Croatia's Nazi puppet govern- 
ment in World War II. 

Croatia has accused the army 
of siding with rebel Serbs, point- 
ing out that federal troops in the 
republic fight almost exclusively 
against Croatian units. 

The army says h is only trying 
to establish buffer zones between 
the warring ethnic groups and 
suggests that Croatian fighters 
provoke it, asserting that federal 
troops fire only when attacked. 


Baltic diplomats without 
states prepare for change 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For 50 
years, U.S. based diplomats from 
the Baltic republics have been 
providing some of the services of 
fail embassies. All they lacked 
v.ere sovereign countries to rep- 
resent. 


Now the heads of "legations” 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia 


answer to new governments rec- 
ognised by a growing list of coun- 
tries around the world as well as 
the neighbouring Russian Repub- 
lic. 

President George Bush said 
Monday the United States will be 
a little slower in granting recogni- 
tion, although it never accepted 
the Baltics' forced annexation by 
the Soviet Union at the start of 
World War II. 

Even without formal recogni- 
tion. the State Department in- 
cludes legations of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia in its offi- 
cial diplomatic list. 


“We don't want the United 
States to be the last country to 
recognise us,” Stasys Lozoraitis 
Jr., Lithuanian charge d'affaires, 
said Monday. He spoke in a 
telephone interview just before 
Mr. Bush told reporters at his 
vacation home in Maine that he 
wanted to see “a few more cards 
on tiie table before we take 
another step” toward recognition 
of the Baltics. 


More than 1 million people of 
Lithuanian heritage reside in the 
United States, Mr. Lozoraitis said. 
Estimates of the numbers of Lat- 
vians and Estonians range above 
100,000 each. 


Mr. Lozoraitis, who said he has 
been in the Lith uanian resistance 
nearly all his life and a diplomat 
since 1964, said Mr. Bush is still 
"giving too much attention to 
(Soviet President) Mikhail Gor- 
bachev.” 


Chinese leader condemns 


Moscow coup as crime 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (R) 
— Visiting Chinese President 
Yang Shangkun, in a clear refer- 
ence to the foiled coup in the 
Soviet Union, was reported as 
telling Mongolia's leaders that 
Pelting viewed the events in Mos- 
cow as a crime. 

In discussions with Mongolian 
President Ponsatmaagjyn Ochir- 
bat, Mr. Yang said China hoped 
to develop further relations with 
the Soviet Union now President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was back in 
charge, according to an account 
of the meeting given to Renters 
by a Mongolian; official 
Tuesday. 

It was the first reported com- 
ment by a Chinese leader in 
response to the tumultuous 
events in the Soviet Union last 
week, when a rightwing attempt 
to topple Mr. Gorbachev and 
seize power was foiled and the 
conspirators arrested. 


China's position from the start 
was that events in the Soviet 
Union were an internal Soviet 
affair, Mr. Yang was quoted as 
saying. 


China neither supported nor 
condemned the coup attempt, 
though diplomats in Peking said 
they were sure Chinese leaders 
welcomed the prospect of hard- 
liners taking control in Moscow 
and reversing Mr. Gorbachev’s 
reforms. 


Peking’s hardline Communist 
leaders have not forgiven Mr. 
Gorbachev for allowing Eastern 
Europe to leave the Socialist 
camp, and view his drift toward 
political pluralism and accom- 
modation with the West as a 
betrayal. 

Relations between Peking and 
Moscow had become more ac- 
tive, Mr. Yang was quoted as 
saying. 
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Norodom Sihanouk 

Cambodian 
civil war 
‘is over’ 


PATTAYA, Thailand (R) — 
Cambodia's Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk declared 12 years of 
war in his country over Tuesday, 
after the government and its 
guerrilla foes agreed to cut their 
armies and hand in their 


weapons. 

The breakthrough on the 
second day of peace talks in this 
seaside resort paves the way for a 
U.N. peacekeeping force to go to 
Cambodia to supervise the armis- 
tice until elections. 

Prince Sihanouk said demobi- 
lisation would begin when a plan- 
ned United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) arrived. A date has still to 
be decided. 

“The war is over, over,” Prince 
Sihanouk told reporters after the 
morning session. 

“Yes, it’s over,” Phnom Penh 
Prime Minister Hun Sen said. 

The government and each of 
the three guerrilla factious allied 
against it will reduce their forces 
by 70 par cent. Prince Sihanouk 
said, speaking as chairman of the 
Supreme National Council (SNC) 
that brings together the rivals. 

Ibe r emaining 30 per cent will 
be grouped in cantonments where 
they will surrender their guns to 
U.N. forces, he said, reading 
from an accord, 

“Nobody is allowed to fight... 
they are like civilians with uni- 
forms,” he said. 

Government police will be 
under UNTAC control, he said. 

“Its great that they have an 
accord but I see problems with 
numbers,” a European diplomat 
said. “Who’s to say how many are 
in the jungle." 

The International Institute for 
Strategic Studies puts the govern- 
ment military at about 100,000. 

Analysts estimate the Chinese- 
backed Khmer Rouge have 
35,000 fighters, their allies the 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front about 10,000, and 
forces loyal to Sihanouk, com- 
manded by his son Prince Nor- 
dom Ranariddh, under 10,000. 

The exact figures are likely to 
be a matter of dispute. 

The agreement reached by the 
Cambodians needs to be 
approved by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council, who are to meet here 
after the SNC talks end Wednes- 
day. 

“Our American friends may 
say this is not so good. I think the 
others will agree," Prince Siha- 
nouk said. 


killed, 12 
rescued 


in U.S. 


helicopter 


crash 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 
helicopter ferrying workers be- 
tween shore and a Gulf of Mexico 
oil drilling platform crashed Mon- 
day, kilting one person and injuring 
at least six, authorities said. 

Neill Osborne, vice president 
of operations for Petroleum Heli- 
copters Inc. in Lafayette, said 13 
people were believed to be 
aboard the company helicopter 
that crashed about 270 kilometres 
south of Lafayette. 

One man’s body was found in 
the wreckage and 12 crash survi- 
vors were picked up by workers 
from the nearby offshore oil rig, 
the coast guard said. 

“The rig that was out there had 
two inflatable boats and they 
launched those,” said a Coast 
Guard spokesman, chief Petty 
Officer Joe Gibson . 

At least six injured people 
were taken by Coast Guard heli- 
copter to a hospital near New 
Orleans, Officer Gibson said. 

■ The helicopter was floating af- 
ter it crashed, Mr. Osborne said. 
Helicopters from companies like 
Petroleum Helicopters Inc. are 
often used to ferry offshore oil 
and gas rig workers to and from 
their jobs. 

Mr. Osborne said the helicop- 
ter's destination when it left the 
mainland this morning was an 
offshore platform and it was near 
that point when it crashed. 



JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 199V 


W 



U.S., Philippines sign 
military bases pact 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
and the Unified States signed a 
treaty Tuesday allowing U.S. use 
of a major naval base defending 
vital trade routes into the 21st 
century, but officials said the pact 
faced a battle for ratification. 

Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino called the treaty a 
“pragmatic investment in our 
economic future” and Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said it 
would guarantee South East 
Asian security for another de- 
cade. 

Hundreds of diplomats and 
Philippine officials applauded af- 
ter Mr. Manglapus and U.S. 
Ambassador Frank Wisner 
signed the treaty orf friendship, 
cooperation and security ending 
IS months of tortuous negotia- 
tions on the future of almost a 
century of U.S. military presence 
in the country. 

Mis. Aquino, who witnessed 
the presidential palace ceremony, 
said the treaty set the seal on a 
new relationship between 
Washington and its former col- 
ony, enhancing trade ties and 
supporting Philippine indus- 
trialisation and the economy. 

“More important than the 
military-basing portion for the 
Philippines, the treaty is a 
straightforward, pragmatic in- 
vestment in our economic fu- 
ture,” she said. 

Japan and South East Asia 
have backed the accord, which 
allows U.S. forces use of Subic 
Bay Naval Dockyard for 10 more 
years in return for annua] com- 
pensation of $203 million. 

The United States relinquished 
Clark Air Base, the former head- 
quarters of the U.S. I3th Air 


by 


Force that was badly damaged 
the eruption of Mount Pina tu bo 
volcano in June. 

Mr. Wisner said the pact 
marked a watershed in relations 

“In these changing times, it i 
important that we pull even clos- 
er together,” he said. “The inva- 
son of Kuwait and the coup 
attempt in the Soviet Union re- 
min d us how fragile is the peace. 1 ' 


Mir. Manglapus said the treaty 
would buy time for South East 
Asa to take over its own security. 

The treaty needs two-thirds, or 
16 votes, in the 23-member Phi- 
lippine Senate to be ratified. 
Several senators oppose it. 

Mr. Wisner said be was confi- 
dent Mrs. Aquino, who has been 
lobbying the senate to ratify the 
pact, would secure the votes. 

Some senators want certain 
conditions met before they vote 
for it. Presidential Executive 
Secretary Franklin Drilon said. 


“I would say it’s an uphill 
battle," Mr. Drilon said. 
“(We're) at the foot of the trill." 

Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee chief Leticia Shahsni said 
the treaty could win 14 votes in 
the chamber. 

Some senators say compensa- 
tion is too low and the duration 
too long. Others say the bases 
violate Philippine sovereignty- 

“This is an insult to the Filipino 
people,” Senator Joseph Estrada 
said. “I am hopeful we will reject 
foe treaty.” 

Rejection would force the Un- 
ited States to withdraw its re- 
maining 8,000 servicemen and 
dose Subic, its largest ship repair 
yard and naval ammuni tion and 
supply depot in Aria. 


India and Pakistan trade 


charges over Kashmir clash 


NEW DELHI (R) — Old ene- 
mies India and Pakistan traded 
charges Tuesday over a dash in 
disputed Kashmir, giving radical- 
ly different and conflicting 
accounts. 

A Pakistani military spokes- 
man in Islamabad accused India 
of sending troops across foe line 
dividing foe two parts of the 
Himalayan region and said the 
assault was repulsed with heavy 
Indian losses. 

An Indian army spokesman 
said the Pakistani account was 
“not true" and that Pakistani 
shelling killed two Indian soldiers 
as they searched a village on the 
Indian ride of the line for Kash- 
miri militants fighting Delhi's 
rule. 

Indian troops cordoned off 
Kirini village to search it for 
militants after a tip-off that a 
group had crossed from foe 
Pakistani side, he said. 

“The Pakistanis started shell- 


ing the village to give the mili- 
tants a chance to ran for the 
border,” the Indian spokesman 
said. 

■ He said Indian troops fired at 
the fleeing militants, hitting five 
or six who were seen being car- 
ried unconscious, possibly dead, 
across the border by colleagues. 

The Pakistani spokesman said 
about 100 Indian soldiers crossed 
the line to try to capture positio^ 
at Nezapur, in the same area as 
Kirini. 

“The assault was preceded by 
heavy small arms fire from the 
Indian positions in the area. The 
attack was effectively repulsed 
with heavy Indian casualties," tire 
official Pakistani account said. 

It said the bodies of Indian 
troops were lying on slopes below 
the Pakistani post. 

India and Pakistan, which have 
fought three wars, regularly ex- 
change (barges over incidents in 
Kashmir. 


Africa submits 6 candidates 
for U.N. secretary-general 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Africa has staked a claim to the 
post of U.N. Secretary-General, 
by submitting the names of six 
candidates for foe job, to be filled 
during the upcoming session of 
the General Assembly. 

In a tetter to the president of 
the Security Council circulated 
Monday, the African group of 
states said the six were endorsed 
by a committee of heads of state 
and government of the Organisa- 
tison of African Unity (OAU). 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar is completing his 
second five-year term, which ex- 
pires on Dec. 31. 

More than two dozen names 
have been mentioned in foe infor- 
mal speculation about a succes- 
sor, including those of several 
Africans, but no dear front-run- 
ner has yet emerged. 

The official African candidates 
are Egyptian Deputy Prime 
Minister Boutros Ghali; Zim- 
babwe’s Finance Minister Ber- 
nard Chidzero; Kenneth Dadzie 
of Ghana; Secretary-General of 
the U.N. Conference on Trade 
and Development James Jonah of 
Sierra Leone. U.N. Undersecret- 
ary-general for special political - 

? uestions former Nigerian" 

resident Olusegnn Obasanjo 
and former physics Professor and 
Culture Minister Nguena Fran- 
cois Owono of Gabon. 

“In communicating these 
names the African group hopes 
that the international community 
will give an African the opportun- 
ity to serve in this highest position 
of foe world organisation," the 
letter said. 

Signed by Ambassador Nabil 
A1 Arabi of Egypt, chairman of 
the U.N. African Group, and by 
Ambassador Ibrahim Gambari 
of Nigeria, representing the cur- 
rent OAU chairman, it said any 
one of the African candidates 
would serve with the same dis- 
tinction as those Africans who 
had occupied other high positions 
in foe U.N. system. 

No African has yet held foe 
post of secretary-general It has 


been filled by three Europeans, 
an Asian and a Latin American, 
although unlike many other U.N. 
positions, it is not governed by 
foe principle of regional rotation. 

The General Assembly begins 
its annual three-month session on 
Sept. 17. But will not act on 
naming a secretary-general until 
it gets a recommendation from 
foe Security Council. 

According to a source, foe 
permanent members of the 
Security Council hope it will be 
able to come up with a recom- 
mendation some time in October. 

The selection process gives the 
council’s' five veto-bearing 
permanent members — the Un- 
ited States, the Soviet Union, 
Bptain, China and France — a 
decisive voice. Repeated Chinese 
vetoes barred Mr. Waldheim 
from a third term. 

The first incumbent was Trygve 
Lie of Norway followed by Dag 
Hammarskjoeld of Sweden, U 
Thant of Burma, Dr. Kurt Wal- 
dheim of Austria and Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar, a veteran Peruvian 
diplomat, who took office on Jan. 
1, 1982. 

Some observers are not con- 
vinced the 71-year-old Perez de 
Cuellar would not be available 
for any least part of an unpre- 
cedented third term. 

Ohter candidates who figure 
prominently in speculation in- 
clude Prince. Sarduddin Aga 
Khan, who has spent much of his 
career in U.N. service and heads 
U.N. humanitarian operations in 
and around Iraq; Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Afi Alatas; for- 
mer Costa Rican President Oscar 
Arias Sanchez; Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Bnuxftiand 
and Mauricer Strong, Canadian 
secretary-general of a U.N. eu- 
vioramental conference sche- 
duled for 1992 year. 

Former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, former 
Soviet Foreign Mmister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter have also, 
appeared on unofficial lists of 
candidates. - - 



Tokyo’s drinkers 
might get late 
transport 




TOKYO (R) — Tokyo Tippers 
mi gh t he able to drink a few more 
beers and sing a few more songs 
in future because the transport^, 
authority has asked private rail- 7? 
way firms to run after midnight. 
Japanese office workers, .with 
their ties undone, rabbety 
and an endless repertoire' 
songs, are a common featiire^ef . 
railway stations as midnight 
approaches. A Transport Minis- 
try official said Tuesday that it , 
had asked the Anns in . Tokyo to ; 
extend tbeir services to mtitafa . 
growing late-night activities .'-in 
Tokyo. 
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Scores in U.S. 
college exams fall to 
all-time low 


NEW YORK (AP) — Scores in 
the verbal section of the scholas- 
tic aptitude test, a college entr- 
ance examination, fell to a record 
low last year, the coCege board 
reported Monday. Math scores 
also sank for the first time since 1 
1980. Board President Donald 
Stewart said the drop signaled a 
“disturbing pattern of education- 
al disparity” in which todmaqy 
students aren't studying eooqgh 
advanced high school courses to. 
do well on tire examination. Math 
averages declined two points ltd- 
474 among students taking die 
test in the 1990-91 school year,: 
while scores on the verbal section 
averaged 422. The verbal aver- 
ages were the lowest since nation-’ 
a! records were kept in 1969. 
Verbal scores hit a recent peak of. 
431 in 1985, but have slid steadily 
ever since. Both sections of tire: 
multiple choice exam taken by 
more than 1 million high school 
stndents are scored on a scale of 
200-800, with a combined 1666- 
being foe highest possible. The 
college board, a private, non- 
profit education organisation, 
sponsors foe test 


Marriage popularity 
declines in U.S. 


# 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
popularity of marriage in the Un- 
ited States fell in the late 1980sto 
the lowest level in two decades* 
the National Centre for Health 
Statistics said in a report released 
Monday. More Americans are 
postponing marriage — prefer- 
ring to pursue careers and further 
education — and the divorced' 
and widowed are waiting longer 
to re-raarry, said centre dera 
rapher Barbara Foley Wilson. Fi- 
gures show 2,395,926 couples 
married in 1968, the latest year 
for which data were available, 
down 03 per cent from 1987. It 
marked the fourth consecutive 
year in which the rate declared in 
foe United States. Between 1940 
and 1988 the number of mar- 
riages rose in 31 of the 48 years 
and it has never before dropped 
for more than three years in a 
row. “Marriage as an institution 
isn’t faltering, but adjusting with 
some difficulties to changing 
tinKs,” Ms. Wilson said. “It's 
posable that everybody will mag. 
ty currently they are taking their 
time about it,” she added. Si# 
said marriage rates were highest 
formal and women in their 2Q&, 
dropping away after the age "pf 
30# J" ■ 
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'Gentleman bandit*; 
plana to surrender % 


HOUSTON (AP) — 
a gentleman to the end, a mail 
who -daims to be the 
gentleman bandit" 


— - wuiamua arranged 

fnrrender to police Tuesday,: 

t I2n T Attorney Alfis 
Isbell said his 49-year-old 

got a guilty conscience afto 
another man was jailed for L 
days in connection with the 1 
dups-rHe said, T can’t let f 

body suffer for what Fve di 
Mr- Isbell said. He said his «k» 
whose identity was withheld. 

to plead guilty to 
rob**iy charges for a - n 
5^^35-year prison scan 


t*Mr. books - 

2E»rfS?J he *“*«»<*<* . ! w*m 

^Pjaoe' Tuesday morning. T< 
wason, an assistant districtatid 
Monday be had ® 
discussions with the man 

but “nothing is ip • 
yet. Victims have d< 
gentleman bandit as son-* 
and petite as be preyed on r 

businessmen stayiDR ^ 

hotels m Texas knd 

ovef the past foo , 

Abtoonties say the bandit —v 

!S L a ~~ once_:da died? 

jjgmhnte ftff.victioiBtor 

heart attacfc, <fonn 

robber y and even calkSda?! 

actons atheim & sceift&y j 
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